F ot this 


Ve Give Thanks 


\ DISTINGUISHED middle-aged 


man we know recently re- 

turned after some months’ 
ysence to the home of his boy- 
vod. As he sat down to lunch 
‘th his parents—alone, for all the 
ther children were of course now 
‘own and gone—his mother re- 
‘inded him gently: 


“You know, son, we give thanks 
this house.” 


As the simple, familiar words 
ere spoken, words so _ familiar 
tat he had almost ceased, as a 
lild, to hear them, this man tells 
he felt in a clear flash of emo- 
en all the significance those grave 
»rds had had in forming his life. 
ae stability and security of a fam- 
« gathered together three times a 
ty. The simple gratitude of his 
wrents in giving thanks to some 
itside power, some force beyond 
eir control, which had once again 
anted to this family the blessing 
“sufficient food, of safety, of being 
wether in a difficult world. All 
ese things, this grown man now 
‘t, had so contributed to the 
“ming of his character that he 
‘uld not imagine what he would 
ve been without them. 


For the family dining table is the 
mie heart of the home. There the 
fildren’s talk is spontaneous, yet 
eder parental ear and guidance. 
mere is the best place for chil- 
en’s social training (those small 
faces which delicately define one’s 
ne upbringing), for much of their 
‘tural training. And, above all, 
ce: that gentle, imperceptible guid- 
“ce by the mother (with father, 
little godlike, at the head of the 
le) in shaping attitudes, points 
wiew, beliefs and principles which 
up in the long run to character. 


‘So strongly did he feel this, he 
Mls us, that he questioned whether 
- was doing the right thing in 
“nging up his own children with- 
‘it some similar brief ceremony of 
titude and thanksgiving at the 
mmily table. Like so many of his 
irldly friends, he had feared this 
remony would seem too naive in 
‘sophisticated world. He has de- 
ed, now, that his dining table 
ould be something his children, 
, should remember—that the talk 
sre, the attitudes expressed, the 
«tal tone, the good feeling should 
“later years be unconsciously re- 
ibered by his children as a cen- 
of family goodness and stability. 
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Grace BEFORE MEALS ... 


and more tranquility in dining habits for American families is urged 
by the Ladies’ Home Journal in an editorial theme which will be 
launched in the September issue and continue throughout the Fall. 
The Journal believes that the dining room is “the Heart of the Home” 
—the room that brings and holds the family together. Frequently in 
recent years, some of the finest traditions of American family life have 
peer discarded—and one of these is the custom of “Grace before 
meals.” 


One reason for the abandonment of this has been the hit-or-miss 
meal habits of modern families. Journal editors have had occasion 
to observe this during the past two years during which they have vis- 
ited typical American families in every part of the country in connec- 
tion with their work on the article series, “How America Lives.” Few 
of the families considered for this series used their dining rooms regu- 
larly—if they had them at all. 


a 


“We neyer seem to get together any more,” is a common complaint 
from these parents, whom we believe are sacrificing, without realizing, 
one of the best opportunities to guide, influence, and train their 
yousgaters, the room dedicated to the ritual and dignity of family 
meals, 


Even if it must be only once a day, the family, assembled for the 
close, happy association of the dining table, is drawn closer by the 
experience, a stabilizing influence which will go with the children 
all the days of their lives. According to child psychologists, the cry- 
ing need of today’s youngsters is for a sense of security within the 
family. Surely, there is no better place for such early impressions than 
in the family circle where the child becomes a member of a devoted 
group—vwhere he learns his first lessons in reverence and respect and 
good manners and consideration for others. 


The Journal emphasizes that Americans have cause to come to- 
gether and thank their Creator for the blessing of good food eaten in 
tranquility. Today, America is acutely hungry for the reassurance and 
consolation of deeper family relationships—and American families are 
ready for the message which this editorial theme holds for them. 


cs 


C. Irving Benson, Melbourne, says: 


| believe that there was never a day in man’s history on this planet 


when it was more necessary to pray than now. But is it any use pray- 
ing? Is prayer effective or is it just wishful thinking? Unless we have a sincere 
conviction that prayer really works, then we are not likely to give ourselves to it. 


Lincoln used to say that some men pray always and some men pray sometime, 
but all men pray in a pinch. Do you remember that dramatic passage in Victor 
Hugo’s story, ‘‘Ninety-Three,’’ when the ship was well-nigh wrecked in the storm 
and the lieutenant said to the captain:—”Chevalier, do you believe in God?” 
“Yes—no, sometimes.” ‘During a tempest?” ‘Yes, and in moments like this.” 
“God alone can save us from this.” 


There is no virtue or value in saying prayers if we do not believe in Prayer 
as a vital force. Prayer is neither a superstition nor a sentiment, but a prevailing 
force, and the intercessor becomes in some sense a centre of spiritual radio-activity. 


of 
We must mean our prayers. We pray for yictory. But how 


much more is it than a dog desiring to lie in a patch of sunlight — 
unless we mean that we yield ourselves, our personalities, our circumstances for 
the attainment of our prayers with God’s help? The first requisite of effectual 
prayer is that we identify ourselves with our aspirations. Praver must possess us 
before we can possess its fruits; it must lay hold upon the offerer before it can 
lay hold upon the object. ° 


! believe that the final decision of this present struggle rests not upon 
weapons, except as far as weapons are the expression of spirit, but upon qualities 
of character—patience, confidence, readiness to give up everything—time, in- 
clination, leisure, prejudice, all thought, all passion, all desire, life itself—for 
the cause. 

The war has now entered upon a stage in which, under God, victory will come, 
not as the result of any surprise or chance, but more justly, and as the result of 
qualities of will, of moral endurance, of cheerfulness, and unstinting labor which 
the ene side can bring into the field in excess of what the other can bring of the 
same kind. 
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We Unseen (Sod 


ALFRED JENNINGS FUNNELL, D. D. 


human soul, a craving to know some- 

thing of the eternal meaning, purpose, 
and principle of things, and an underlying, 
perhaps not always conscious, conviction that 
definite knowledge regarding life’s purposes, 
will lead to a clearer vision of God. Philip 
demanded of Jesus, “Show us the Father”. . . 
We desire to know. We demand a faith in 
God and the future, harmonious with reason 
and common sense—if they can be differen- 
ciated. 

A number of clearly apparent causes com- 
dine to encourage this desire to know God, 
<o grasp doctrines such as the immortality of 
che soul, reward, penalty, etc.... (1) A 
sonsciousness of littleness in the presence of 
the great natural laws and forces which bulk 
so largely upon our mental horizon, particu- 
arly as we reach out to grasp greater knowl- 
edge of the universe. (2) From this con- 
sciousness of the stupendous forces of nature 
ind our littleness, arises a sense of helpless- 
ess that it sometimes like to crush us. . 
“articularly is this sense acute in the presence 
of and in the apprehension of death. . . . It 
aas been well said that if there had been no 
Neath there never would have been religion. 
Death, a mystery which seems to terminate 
lhe still greater mystery of life, throws us 
upon a power greater than self. At least we 
‘astinctively grope around to find such a 
sower. (8) The manifest incompleteness of 
“fe here—the innate feeling that in this life 
ve are far from realizing the promise of our 
sapacities and powers; the strong belief that 
the forces inherent in our souls do not have 
dequate opportunity to bloom, much less to 
‘iipen into full fruitage. In fact, the greater 
he meanings, powers, and potentialities we 
’arn to read into life, the stronger bears upon 
1s the conviction that life here is incomplete. 
‘Ve behold ideals, longings, aspirations, fore- 
feelings of power unrealized. We are per- 
‘uitted but to ascend a mountain and look 
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‘T HERE is, apparently inherent in the 


afar into a realm crammed with spiritual 
promise, upon high peaks of life, emblazoned 
with glory, rising one above another into the 
perspective of infinity. As the horizon of life 
rushes out, embracing larger realities, not only 
does our hunger grow, but our consciousness 
of actual need increases, and this well may be 
indicative of increasing capacity to receive 
knowledge; for it appears to be a law of 
Nature that no need or want ever arises 
within life except in response to a reality 
without. 


II. How God Is Revealed 


“No man hath seen God at any time... . 

This utterance at first sight seems discour- 
aging. But John goes on to say, that while 
no one has ever seen God, yet He has been 
uttered—revealed. The LOGOS has revealed 
Him. Our inquiry leads us to ask how and 
where we may hear the Voice of God. . . . 

(1) In the material creation 

(2) In the realm of living things 

(3) In the transcendent realm of spiritual 

life. 

(1) In speaking of God, as revealed in the 
material creation, we must avoid a material- 
istic conception of God which cannot but 
plunge us into gross error and misconception, 
which are the father and the mother of those 
erring children of thought—those troublesome 
triplets—Skepticism, Agnosticism and Infidel- 
ity. We must avoid pantheism on the one 
hand and false anthropomorphism on the 
other. 

The early legends, myths, primitive relig- 
ious conceptions, provincial ideas, jealously 
preserved, coming down to us in the forms of 
poetry and tradition, foster wrong interpreta- 
tions of the Bible and of Jesus’ Gospel and 
mission, and if persisted in are the direct 
cause of much disappointment and not a 
little of the skepticism apparent both in the 
church and out of it. Such, for instance, as 
the primitive ideas regarding gods, demi-gods, 


29 
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anthropomorphic conceptions of Jehovah, He- 
brew ideas of tribal deity, shared by Pagan 
nations—a God who assumed human forms, 
came and talked with the patriarch, ate with 
him, walked with him, argued, bartered (and 
isn’t it odd that the Hebrew instinct was so 
pronounced in Abraham that he even bar- 
tered with Jehovah?) a God who was so lim- 
ited in power and intellect that he found it 
necessary to come down and personally inves- 
tigate certain items of gossip that had come to 
his ears. Such ideas were in “full swing” in the 
day when John wrote, saying that no man 
at any time ever saw God. Such conceptions 
are not yet fully eradicated and are the cause 
of the skeptical attitude of the man on the 
street; and, we cannot blame him. We must 
bring our theology up to this kind of common 
sense if we hope to reach even the pious 
people. 

Just about a year ago, in Cleveland a certain 
blatant, so-called free-thinker, said: “There 
is no God. I have searched the universe with 
a telescope and have failed to find Him.” Aside 
from the fact that the assertion was not orig- 
inal, it was certainly indicative of anything 
else than profound thought or evidence of a 
deep searching of the universe. That man’s 
conception of God had not as yet moved 
beyond the childish ideas of primitive men. 
For if we are searching for a physical God in 
a physical universe, we shall stand about the 
same chance of discovering Him that we 
would if we sought whales in a hog-wallow 
or the fabled sea-serpent in Black River. 

What does a thoughtful man, searching the 
universe with a telescope, with open, reverent 
mind, find? He does not, anywhere in the 
abyss of space, discover any evidence what- 
ever of a physical God. He does, however, 
find evidences of Mind; he reads thoughts 
uttered from the foundation of the worlds. 
He sees evidences of reason, dominant, reg- 
nant, all-pervading. He learns that law is 
universal . . . that gravitation extends to the 
farthermost bounds of the universe. He finds 
certain intimate relations binding together both 
the great and the small. He discovers that a 
commotion in the sun affects every magnetic 
needle on the earth. He is impressed with the 
incontestible evidence of harmony. He con- 
cludes that CHANCE in creation is absurd 
and unthinkable; for pervading all, fronting 
him whichever way he turns, are evidences 
of a designing Mind. He is impressed, power- 
fully, with a sense of a vast, sustaining power. 
He sees nature passing through stupendous 
evolutions. . . . Colossal movements, extend- 
ing through millions of ages, are in process 
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before his very eyes. Almost, he can hear 
the eternal symphonies of the million suns 
and worlds. In the earth he finds mighty 
agencies and forces, active through millions 
of years, through eons of time, shaping it, 
forming it, marvelous changes wrought through 
long epochs—inherent forces laboring with in- 
finite patience, through infinite waste of life 
and perishing of lower forms to bring into 
existence the higher life. All that he discovers 
is in harmony with the belief that somewhere 
back of it all, is a creative, all-powerful Mind 
. . . archetypal thought . . . the invisible and 
eternal God. 

So much our reason tells us. But this does 
not satisfy us. We very greatly desire to know 
more than that God is Mind and is all- 
powerful. We have found nothing so far 
but an abstract, rational idea, simply an intel- 
lectual ground upon which to rest. We must 
look elsewhere for further knowledge of God. 
(2) God revealed in the realm of living 
thoughts. | 

We are now prepared to take another step; 
to climb a little higher in our search for the 
Uttered God. . . . We come to life. 

If there were in all the universe but one 
conscious personality besides God, assuming 
that that personality possessed reason the same 
in kind as God, that personality could dis- 
cover God but in two ways; (a) Through 
study of the physical universe; (b) Through 
study of self. No other methods are open to 
you and me. 

Already, in the physical creation, we have 
arrived at a definite conclusion that God is; 
that He is Mind; that He is possessed of cre- 
ative power; that He thinks and wills. Little 
more than this does the physical creation teach 
us. The universe of the physical has nothing 
to say to us regarding the character of God. 
It evidences ‘no such thing as feeling. We 
pass on to physical life. 

When the first cell appeared, in it resided 
the promise of a new order. We study that 
cell . . . see it pulsating with some hidden 
power .. . dividing . . . we see life evolving 
into higher forms . . . see eons through which 
physical life travailed and died . . . see stand- 
ing at the apex of incalculable physical agony, 
the highest form of physical life-Man. Here 
too, we can find no rational resting-place ex- 
cept in a hidden Mind back of it all, giving 
impulse and direction to it all. We find each 
bringing forth life of its kind, yet all brough 
forth to suffer and eventually to perish. Mind 
we cannot deny . . . power, we cannot close 
our eyes to. . . God, we rationally are com- 

(Continued on page 487) 
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JEMOCRACY3AND RELIGION 
(Part II1) 


THE GARMENTS OF 


THE REDEEMED... 


WM. TAIT PATERSON, D. D. 


— xead of a great multitude, those that have 

“come out of the great tribulation, and 
ave washed their robes and have made them 
vhite in the blood of the Lamb.” In the six- 
zenth chapter, the fifteenth verse, we find our 
ext: “Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth 
is garments, lest he walk naked, and they see 
is shame.” This is again emphasized in the 
wenty-second chapter, the fourteenth verse: 
Blessed are they that wash their robes, that 
dey may have the right to come to the tree 
f life, and may enter in by the gates into the 
ity.” Our subject is, “The Garments Of The 
.edeemed.” 

The Mobilization of Human Decency 

In the Cincinnati Enquirer of Wednesday, 
aly 10, 1940, there appeared an editorial en- 
tled “Mobilization of Decency.” This editorial 
quote for you: 
_ “The effect of the new chaos in the world 
- situation upon religious faith is incalculable. 
_ It is likely to bring about one of two things 
or perhaps, a combination of both. On one 

. hand damage to faith and religious institu- 
_ tions; and on the other a steeling of convic- 
_ tion and an intensification of faith. 
- “Undoubtedly there will be a profound 
impact upon the formal aspects of religion, 
, especially under the brunt of triumphant 
neo-paganism in Europe and the East, but 
the outlook for the primary survival of relig- 
ion is by no means disheartening. Twenty 
. centuries of Christianity, during which time 
a procession of conquerors have come and 
, gone, are not to be lightly brushed aside. 
, The Caesars who tried to stamp out the 
| creed in the arena are all but forgotten; 
| Napoleon, who demanded the Pope’s ring, 
_long since has died in exile and defeat. 
_ “Much ground will be lost, however, if 
_church-men everywhere merely await the 
, end of the ebb tide. The dynamic processes 
‘of religion need to be called into play 
, against the spread of agnosticism and athe- 
ism in the wake of war and conquest. Chris- 
_tianity must not be content with a purely 
defensive role in a world of upheaval. 

“In free nations particularly, there is much 
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that religion can do—not in the abnegation 

of interest in world affairs, but in the mobili- 

zation of human decency; those gentle but 
powerful forces of faith, honor, unselfish- 
ness and love. 

“We no longer live in a static world. It 
is going somewhere. We can, perhaps, de- 
termine its direction and chart its journey. 

“As lately as a year ago, ebullient patri- 
otism was an emotion likely to be greeted 
by raised eyebrows and slight smiles of con- 
tempt. Today love of country and patriotic 
fervor is in style. 

“Religion, too, is destined to come back 
in style, if only churchmen will make the 
most of their mission, will lead in the mo- 
bilization of human decency.” 

This editorial writer says in his own way 
some of the things I have been trying to em- 
phasize: the survival of religion in spite of 
dictatorships and the great need for a living, 
militant Christianity. 

There are militant forces of evil in the 
world. I am talking not only of the War, 
although these same forces are behind it. 
“Whence come wars, and whence come fight- 
ings among you? come they not hence, even 
of your pleasures that war in your members?” 
—James 4:1. 

The bases of war are jealousy, hatred, cov- 
etousness, lust of power, raised to the inter- 
national level. They have destroyed the in- 
stitutions of religion in several countries. These 


was 


REPEAT my insistence in this brief series on the 
it Beatitudes of the Revelation: Democracy must 

come to grips with religion. Democracy is 
doomed without religion. Religion can survive 
without democracy, but democracy cannot live 
without religion. So we must know our religion, 
and its principles, and we must live our religion. 


In discussing the first beatitudes | spoke of the 
present-day need in democracy to honor in life and 
practice the Church, the pulpit and the Bible. 


| pointed out in the second beatitude that “the 
dead in Christ” were first of all the living in Christ, 
living faithfully and steadfastly in the midst of 


world conditions worse than our own day. Now 


we come to the third beatitude. 
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militant forces of evil will not tolerate the 
presence and activity of religious leaders 
among the peoples. There is an active anti- 
religious campaign in Poland. Religious lead- 
ers have been imprisoned in concentration 
camps in Germany. In Italy the Pope retires 
to the Vatican to pray. I do not deprecate 
prayer in the least, but the Christian world is 
waiting for the Pontiff to come forth from his 
chamber and sound a trumpet-blast against the 
aggressors. 

I am thinking primarily of America, and 
the forces at work in our national life under- 
mining the power of religion. I am not con- 
cerned, for the moment, with the propaganda 
of other nations amongst us. I believe we can 
overthrow that, if we ourselves are true. I am 
not a pacifist. I believe pacifists are refusing 
to face realities and to follow through their 
thinking to its logical conclusion. But, again, 
that is not my major purpose and I speak of 
it only to go on to say that there is a great 
deal of loose and inconclusive thinking among 
us. 

This is true with regard to those militant 
forces of evil in our midst today. They are not 
new. They are as old as man. Our grandfathers 
fought them, as their grandfathers fought 
them. But we have been tolerating them. We 
have called them “human” things, and smiled 
at them. And so they have worked into our 
national and social life and are destroying the 
moral fibre of our being. 

Consider gambling for example. Some good 
ladies think harshly of me because I ventured 
to criticize their staging of “Bingo.” I was 
strongly put in my place by one of our leading 
citizens because I opposed such games. Harm- 
less, he called them, and recreation. “If the 
poor devils wish to pass a few hours that way, 
why shouldn’t they?” Well, why shouldn’t 
they? I listen a great deal to the conversation 
of youth, and I find among them a growing 
desire for the fruits of such things—Bingo, 
Bank-Nite, the races and so forth. What does 
it meanP It means a growth of the spirit of 
gambling, and “the essence of gambling,” said 
a Municipal Judge in Cincinnati, a few years 
ago, “is the desire to get something for noth- 
ing.” In my judgment, which is not infallible, 
we have done our youth a great hurt in pro- 
viding so many things for them, and making 
it unnecessary for them to get out and dig for 
themselves. They are ripe for just what gam- 
bling seems to offer. I am afraid I shall have 
to maintain my stand on Bingo and all such 
things. 

Consider the growth of impurity among 
our people. We have been fed filth by nov- 


Page 450 


elists, by the movies, by the pulp magazines, 
by some that are not pulp, by the theatre. 
Again we have laughed, and called it “human” 
and have blinded ourselves to the results of all 
this filth in our homes, among our youth, and 
in our social circles, 

Consider drinking. The repeal of Prohibi- 
tion was to pay our taxes and wipe out 
National debt, it was to support our armed 
forces and provide employment. So now we 
have licensed liquor and a National Debt 
twice as large as at any period in our history, 
in spite of having received, in the past eight 
years, forty-eight per cent as much money as 
in the previous one hundred forty-four and a 
half years. We have just as much unemploy- 
ment, and we have armed forces entirely in- 
adequate in numbers and armaments for our 
national defense. But that is, perhaps, the 
least fault in the case. All these are conditions 
that an aroused America can remedy. The 
worst is that we have made drinking fashion- 
able. In the past four years I have been 
offered more liquor, at weddings and other 
social affairs, than in all my previous ministry, 
I have seen young women entering a home 
demanding their cocktails before they wer 
seated. I have seen them lined up at bars 
liquor in hand and in stomach. What it mean: 
is that we are preparing for a generation i 
this country who will have mothers rum 
soaked, alcohol-saturated. You and I hav 


that will have drunken mothers, and Mother’ 
Day will be appropriately celebrated witl 
champagne instead of carnations, and we wil 
sing “Roll Out The Barrel” instead of “Mothe 
Machree.” 

One could go on until you would think my 
name was Jeremiah. But just remember tha 
Jeremiah preached in war time to a peopl 
grown soft with luxury and debauchery, a peo: 
ple who went down to destruction, not be: 
cause their foes were strong, but because they 
were weak, morally and religiously. 


We Must Cleanse Ourselves 


So whatP We must cleanse ourselves. W 
must put away the evil among us. I am no) 
seeking legislation, although that may bf 
needed. I am speaking of Christian peopl H 
of church folk, and I am arguing and pleading 
that recovery must start with us. We mus) 
put away these things from our midst. Noa 
long ago a politician, seeking to keep somi 
of his people from suffering under liquor lav 
restrictions, was quoted in the newspapers 
saying, “Go to the saloons for your liquo 
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jut if you want to gamble, go to the churches.’ 
We must set the example of cleanliness of 
nought and life. That is the first and most 
japortant step. We must mobilize ourselves 
er decency. We must put these evil things 
way. We must call them evil, because their 
wits are evil. 
_ Many of the people of our land are blinded 
W ignorance and prejudice. No arguments 
ill reach them except the argument of lives 
wed quietly, decently and happily without 
uese things, and quietly, decently and happily 
cause they are without these things. 
Our sin is largely neglect. Consider the 
/ories coming from France and Great Britain. 
‘ance was destroyed by treachery and neg- 
oct, a hundred years of democracy thrown 
‘to the ashcan because the people ate the 
jaits of it and gave no thought to its roots. 
sceat Britain is working desperately to over- 
»me fifteen years of neglect and ease. That 
_what is the matter with us in the churches. 
,¢ have waxed fat and grown soft in our 
ligious lives. We have chased after psychol- 
;ies and philosophies and neglected the one 
jurce of moral and spiritual strength, Al- 
ighty God. We have taken our psycho- 
gical daily dozens and called upon the world 
_ admire our muscles. Now they are proving 
_ be not muscles but only rolls of surplus fat. 
“Our church youth is bidding the pulpit 
‘ase its talk of sin and salvation and speak 
“social mal-adjustment,” and meanwhile 
airope is a seething caldron of blood and 
‘sstruction and oppression while our own 
jites tremble at the thundering of the guns. 
ye must cease this seeking after fancy philos- 
-hies and elegant names, reeking of perfume, 
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‘.N my last church I was scheduled for 
social meetings every evening of each 
* month except Saturdays and the third 
‘yesday. On Sundays I preached three times, 
“ss Superintendent of one Sunday School 
‘1 attended another, besides attending every 
aday evening League meeting. Years ago 
was associate pastor in a large church with 
‘ee routine and a thousand and one chores 
keep me busy daily until midnight. In a 
Wer ioo!, Idaho 
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and call evil “evil” and sin “sin,” and set 
ourselves steadfastly to shun all evil. 


The Blood of the Lamb 


Read again the seventh chapter of the Rev- 
elation. Read over that fourteenth verse: 
“These are they that come out of the great 
tribulation, and they washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
Louise Alcott said to my friend, John Robert- 
son, “I do not like your blood atonement, 
your gospel of cleansing.” Many people have 
not liked it and have rejected it. So Europe 
today is atoning for neglect and folly in a 
bath of blood. 

The Church must continue to sing of “The 
Old Rugged Cross,” and it must continue to 
lift it high—the rough, crude timbers of it 
stained with the precious blood of the Son 
of God. Christian people must again take 
their stand “Beneath the Cross of Jesus.” Again 
we must learn, as our fathers learned, that 
there is salvation in no other name, but in 
the name of Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 
of the Father. 

No theory of the integration of human per- 
sonality will save. Only our coming as repent- 
ant sinners to the foot of the Cross, washing 
our robes and making them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Everything else we have tried 
has broken down and failed us. We must go 
back to the Bible, and its way of salvation, 
its way of ‘life. 

“Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth 
his garments—Blessed are they that wash their 
robes, that they may have the right to come 
to the tree of life, and may enter in by the 
gates into the city.” 


| MY little Church, we have just painted 
the parsonage, decorated the Church, laid a 
$700 carpet, and balanced the budget without 
my doing the usual pushing. These things 
just happened, and no credit is due me at all! 


number of churches I have pushed Church 
publicity, “contacted,” and hustled with the 
rest. Now I am lazy and say to myself, “Why 
bother?” 

There are two reasons for this apparent fall 
from grace. One is a word dropped by Dr. 
Forsythe at a religious workers conference. 
The other is the high elevation of the town 
where I now live. Dr. Forsythe said, “We 
must win the young adults before we can 
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really help the children.” The altitude of my 
present home prevents me from working 
hard. I just give out physically under pres- 
sure, like an inner tube with a hole in it. 
Strangely my physical indolence has proved 
a help instead of a handicap. 

I have returned to the work of an old fash- 
ioned preacher. I study and call leisurely. 
Every sermon has been written twice, with 
many corrections and the few facts, quota- 
tions, and illustrations in it are selected from 
several times that number collected in 
preparation. I do not need notes in the 
pulpit. 

My calling is reduced to pastoral calling. 
I do not “boost.” JI do not even attend Sun- 
day School, and only drop in on League meet- 
ings a few minutes at the close. I have no 
publicity program except the printing of a 
sermon abstract in the local paper each week. 
We have had only two Official Board meet- 
ings in a year, and not many Church School 
Board meetings. 

So I am lazy. But my Church attendance 
has increased fourfold. I have never had 
such progress in any church in my ministry. 
Why bother about all these chores? Perhaps 
the people want a return to prepared sermons. 

I recall a few recent criticisms of the pulpit 
and the Church. One says “In a hundred im- 
portant ways the Church has substituted the 
cowardly cruel and self destructive methods 
of organization and mass action for the quiet- 
ly penetrating spirit of Jesus.” Mumford calls 
attention to the curse of optimism and the 
weakness of the liberal who thinks ideas alone 
can change society without recognizing the 
irrational element in totalitarianism and life. 
John Murry, at the recent conference of lib- 
erals in England, said, “The church has no 
relevant pattern of goodness to set before con- 
temporary man.” At this same gathering it 
was suggested that there be “more religion— 
less liturgy.” Channing Pollock’s thoroughly 
criticized article, reviewed in Reader’s Digest, 
still hits more ministers than we like to be- 
lieve. Questionnaires to non-church goers re- 
veal that the main reason for non-attendance 
is uninteresting sermons. Bruce Barton even 
wants to eliminate the sermon entirely and 
just have a place of quiet. Perhaps the Tem- 
ple of Religion at the New York World’s Fair 
with its twenty foot wall and isolation from 
people and ideas may be symbolical. 

We laugh at the recently reported incident, 
in Hamilton, Ontario, relative to a sermon by 
Rev. S. B. Nelson, who preached on “Fire, 
Fire, Fire.” Two nights later his Church 
burned down! We do not need to preach 
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hard enough to burn the house down, but we 
do need to preach to meet life. The Nazi’s 
need policemen in Norway to see that the 
preaching is harmless. It will be a long time 
before the F.B.I. needs to station officers in 
some of our American Churches, particularly 
those with a long wheel-base car opposite the 
front entrance! Platitudes are quite antisep- 
tic and safe; and one may even preach about 
social issues and miss entirely the congrega- 
tion. 

If a preacher can help individuals 
with his sermons they do not need to 
be dragged to Church. We need the 
social gospel but, as has been well said, 
we need a wedding of the social mes- 
sage with pietism. 

If a preacher could only spend a 
year or two in the present economic 
world he might scold less and encour- 
age more, he might preach to individ- 
uals, knowing just how hard life is 
even today. 

If a preacher can win laymen to his 
Church programs, building improve- 
ments, finances, and social meetings 
will be taken care of, to his astonish- 
ment, by these laymen. 

In my little Church we have just 
painted the parsonage, decorated the 
Church, laid a seven hundred dollar 
carpet, and balanced the budget. with- 
out my doing the usual pushing. These 
things just happened and no credit is 
due me at all. 

I believe unwilling giving has be- 
come the curse of the Church and 
“blue penciled” Sundays the ruination 
of the ministers. 

In the old days people came to Church}, 
because they had nowhere else to go. If th 
sermon was dry the people were willing t 
chew it down and whistle. Even crackers are 
acceptable to a starving man! But today < 
sermon has competition. 

This doesn’t mean that sermons have tc 
lower their tone or be dated by the weeks 
“scream lines.” But they do need to be pre}; 
pared. One man points to the “Pathos oll, 
yeasty and cluttered confusion in attempting}, 
too much output and too little intake.” An 
other says that an hour in the study is bette) 
than an hour with a committee because th 
whole Church benefits. 

I have intimately known two pastors 0} 
large Churches. They were both men of rarép 
capacity for friendship and gluttons for work 
Their days were long and busy and kind. On(j 
of these men preached from scribbled out 
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lines. The other wrote his whole year’s ser- 
_mons during his summer vacation. They were 
successful ministers because of hard work and 
kindness in their hearts. I believe they might 
have been even better ministers with more 
study and less effort. Hartzell Spence has 
given us a similar picture of his ecclesiastical 
salesman father. The book presents to us a 
‘fine and sincere man who changed peoples’ 
lives and did a tremendous amount of good. 
Perhaps he is typical of many who might have 
done more good and lived longer with less 
‘sweat. 
Perhaps we need to forget our modesty a 
little, as I am in this article, and determine 
\to be the best informed persons in our com- 


munities, as the old-fashioned “parson” was. 
After all we do not have too much competi- 
tion. The School Teachers and Doctors are 
specialists. The newspaper editor is too busy. 
And who really has an inferiority complex 
when faced with the average politician? 

The laymen have set us apart—given us 
free time in which to study and think and 
pray for them—have we been true to the 
taskP Does the average layman want his pas- 
tor to be a “busy body,” or is he merely 
caught in the current of the age of confusion 
in which we live? I heard a Bishop say once, 
“Take the easy chair out of your study.” I 
dare to say—“Put it back—as a place to dream 
—but not to sleep.” 


Faith is POWER 


. H. HAGEDORN 


( HE greatest peril confronting our world 
today is not a blitzkrieg projected by 
naziism, facism, or communism — these 
(dangers may get the head-lines, — but the 
greatest peril of the present hour is godless- 
aess. And by godlessness I mean exactly 
what the word implies — the withdrawal of 
‘Sod from life with its consequent paralysis 
of high purposes, lofty morality, and immortal 
nope. 

Our fathers had a very definite philosophy 
of life. God was woven into the very fabric 
of thought and conduct. But today we find 
surselves like a caravan in the desert, in the 
‘nidst of a sand-storm, with all the old guide- 
hosts swept away. Awful indeed is our sense 
if lostness! In contrast with our fathers whose 
\iturdy faith gave them a sure foundation for 
their ideas of right and wrong, we, with no 
‘uch foundation, are experiencing a moral and 
‘piritual depression. 

Disaster threatens. The forces of drive are 
Sout-stripping our forces of control. We have 
ess character behind the wheel of our motor- 
‘ge than we had holding the reins in the days 
tof the horse and buggy. Much material pro- 
‘sress has been marked, but what good is ma- 
‘“erial progress if character suffers collapse? 
We need once again to catch that high sense 
‘f purpose and destiny which a faith in the 
ternal God vouchsafes to us. 

“To the faith” then I cry. Only mighty be- 
Nevers can make a dent on history. Many 
‘mfortunately hold their faith as they would 
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an opinion. But faith is infinitely more than 
an opinion. If a man like Luther had held 
merely an opinion he never would have 
changed the course of history. In a day when 
others stammered, cowered and hesitated, he 
stood like a rock. His faith was one depend- 
ent not upon health, the flour barrel, or the 
bank account, but on the Eternal God, and so 
he dared to defy the world. His faith had its 
foundations far deeper than the sands of earth- 
ly circumstance and change; it was planted 
upon solid rock, and so its summit could rise 
high above all storms and clouds. 

In order that we may see something of the 
glory and power of faith, let us do some spir- 
itual arithmetic. Visualize if you can how 
tremendous is His creative power in the uni- 
verse. This world was created by the word 
of His power, and is maintained by the same 
authority—“By Him all things consist”. Surely 
a life yoked up with such invincible power is 
bound to have a mighty impact upon the 
world. When Hudson Taylor, the great Chi- 
nese missionary was asked to account for his 
phenomenal success in China, he modestly re- 
plied, “The Mighty God chose me the smallest 
and most insignificant man in all the world, 
and sent me to China so that the whole world 
might see what God could do with an ordinary 
man willing to yield himself fully to Him.” 
Then add the mighty power resident in the 
shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Think 
of a power sufficient to carry away the sin of 
the whole world! Time fails to diminish its 
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efficacy. It is just as potent today as it was 
2000 years ago. 

Add His glorious Resurrection power. Think 
of the dynamite sufficient to blast open all the 
graves throughout the world! Think of the 
power able to loose men from the strong grip 
of comforts, ease, and luxuries of life and send 
them forth to minister to a needy world. John 
Wesley had a singular love for books and 
learning, for the sweets and comforts of hu- 
man love, for music and art, yet he turned 
away from them to blow the Gospel trumpet 
and bind up broken hearts. Visiting the beau- 
tiful grounds of an English nobleman, he said, 
“J, too, have a relish for these things, but 
there is another world.” 

Add the power of the Holy Ghost. When 
Thomas Edison would estimate the power 
resident in electricity, he said, “Were I to un- 
loose all the forces at my command, provided 
in and through electricity, I could consume 
the world.” If all the power of the Holy 
Ghost were unloosed, there would be a new 
heaven and a new earth wherein would dwell 
righteousness. We can get some notion of the 
power of the Holy Ghost when we study the 
great’ revivals and reformations of history. 
Such are peculiarly the work of His hands. 

Then add the power of prayer in His name. 
Sairits throughout history have experienced 
the mighty power of prayer. Mary Stuart 
once said, “I fear the prayers of John Knox 
more than all the armies of England.” God 
has loved to answer the true prayers of his 
faithful people. “Had I but known before 
what I know now, of the service of prayer”, 
said a dying saint, “I would have given three- 
quarters of my life to intercession.” 

When we total all together, we gain some 
conception of the power at our disposal 
through faith. The important question is, 
“Are we using itP” When General George B. 
McClellan in command of the Federal forces 
during the Civil War, made no headway, 
through fear of making mistakes, President 
Lincoln wrote him a letter: “My dear McClel- 
lan: If you don’t want to use the army I 
should like to borrow it for a while. Yours 
respectfully, A. Lincoln.” Faith like every- 
thing else can rust or decay through disuse. 

But enough of generalities. Faith in God 
relates itself definitely to all our relationships, 
beautifying and sanctifying them. Faith can 
be power! 

I—Life 

Science is concerned with adding years to 
our life. But many grow wearied and tired 
long before their years are up. What we need 
is something to add life to our years. A well- 
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balanced faith in Jesus Christ reorganizes life 
from the inside out and from the bottom up. 
Dr. T. R. Glover tells us that in the early 
centuries Christianity conquered because it 
out-thought the Pagan, out-lived the Pagan, 
and out-died the Pagan. And it is just as 
true today—the man who believes in Jesus 
Christ can beat the non-religious man in all 
that is important to real living. 

The final victory will go to character. Char- 
acter is the one sure bulwark against decay 
for any age. A lecturer was once asked by a 
member of his audience, “If a ship were 
wrecked in mid-ocean, and only a single boat 
was available, with 20 strong, young men on 
board, and twenty weak women, would it not 
be better to save the 20 strong, able men and 
let the rest drown,” And he answered amid 
the loud applause of the gathering, “What 
possible good could 20 such men be to the 
world?” 


II—Work 
That which makes work drudgery is the 
sense of futility. Faith in Jesus Christ enables 
us to see the value of our work in the light of 
eternity. George Eastman, of Rochester, N. 
Y., ended his life in his palatial mansion along 
the Hudson, leaving a note for his friends: 
“My work is finished — why wait?” But faith 
in God is ever showing us new tasks, opening 
other doors, and assigning new duties. When 
General Booth of the Salvation Army grew 
old his vision faded, but to his son Bramwell] 
he said, “Bramwell, I have served God hith 
erto with my eyes; now I shall serve Him 
without them.” Faith challenges us to “Carr 
on. 
TIJ—Obligations 
Restitution was once a great word in re} 
ligion. It always followed upon genuine con}, 
version and it always should. Faith in God, 
insisted that men make things right with theiy, 
neighbors. Because that faith in God ha 
gone out of fashion for many there possibly 
has never been a time when there has beer 
greater looseness with reference to meeting jus 
obligations than today. The owner of th 
garage where I keep my car recently told m¢ 
that frequently his patrons will come to hinj, 
and say, “George, youll have to wait a fev 
weeks for your money. I’m taking my famil; 
for a vacation.” 
I can look back to the day when debt wa 
generally regarded as an act of criminality 
Today the cleverness with which we cai 
evade our creditors is quite an evidence 
polish. It is quite the usual thing for thi 
newspapers to carry the story of a trial of }i 
“top-notcher” in society who attempted t/ 


The Exposito 


idodge his income tax. But faith in Jesus Christ 
makes us face our obligations and shoulder our 
‘responsibilities. 

IV—Passion 


Passion is today a much abused word, re- 
vealing indeed how utterly defunct we have 
‘become. Whenever the word is mentioned 
ithe mind takes a journey to the gutter. It 
really is a fine word, and we use it properly 
when we speak of “the Passion for souls.” 
‘When one has come to a saving knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ it becomes his pas- 
sion to give the blessed Gospel, by which he 
himself has been saved, to a confused and 
groping world. Remember Horace Tracy 
'Pitkin, standing before his butchers in the 
‘Boxer Rebellion and asking that a message be 
sent back to his young wife, “When our little 
son is old enough, send him out to take his 
“ather’s place.” 

You explain something about yourself 
»vhen you reveal what you see in a crowd. 
|When Jesus saw a crowd, He saw sheep with- 
put a shepherd. When Blucher stood with 
‘Wellington, overlooking London, the old war- 
“ior’s blood ran hot as he said, “What a city 
(0 plunder.” When P. T. Barnum saw a 
csrowd, he saw a bunch of suckers, waiting to 
(9e exploited. When a man has faith in Jesus 
y Jhrist he sees in a crowd, men for whom 
}esus Christ died, and so each one is given 
ynfinite value. 
in V—Fellowship 


‘ Christianity conquered in the First Century 
‘aot because of its ideas alone, but also because 
»f the warmth, strength, and reality of its fel- 
“owship. Because our faith in Christ has suf- 
‘ered eclipse our world is rife with hatreds, 
orejudices, and strifes. There are many today 
who would say, “amen” to the words of the 
‘mcient Jew, “As for other nations . . . they 
‘re nothing, and are like unto spittle; and 
“hou hast likened the abundance of them unto 
‘drop that fallest from a vessel.” 

' When once we know Christ, love will con- 
‘col all our relationships. Even in a world as 
“jindictive and blood-thirsty as is ours today, 
I 2 is still true,—“The fruit of the spirit is love.” 
"he other day my eyes fell upon the line, “In 
i world where death is, we have no time for 
“uate.” 
i 


! ViI—Trouble 

1 Troubles come to all. Christians are not 
’xempt. However, they meet trouble pano- 
\Mlied of God. The Psalmist says, “The Lord 
j» the strength of my life.” The word 
strength” in the original means “twisted to- 
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gether.” It is as though God and the soul 
are two strands twisted together. One then 
may have no strength at all in himself, but 
twisted together with One infinite in strength 
the weakest need not fail. 


Standing upon the promises of God is a 
position both satisfying and empowering Josiah 
Royce, years ago said, “A religion which 
ceases to strengthen hearts and to fulfil the 
just demands of the human spirit for guidance 
through the wilderness of this world is 
doomed.” Jesus Christ in the heart of a man 
fortifies him against all and every emergency. 


Vil—Destination 


Faith in Christ sets eternity in our souls. 
When the Lyman Beecher children, after their 
mother’s funeral, were told at one time that 
she had gone to heaven, and at another time 
that she had been put under the ground, little 
Henry Ward was found one day digging in to 
ground, and being asked “why?” replied, “I 
am going to heaven to find Ma.” There are 
times when man needs a wing more than’ a 
spade to.find the best things. Faith in Christ 
provides the wing. 


Every believer can say with Paul, “Thanks 
be to God who giveth us the victory through 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” A dying lady was 
visited by her pastor. He said to her, “Sister, 
are you sinking?” She answered him not a 
word but looked at him with incredulous eyes. 
He repeated the question, “Sister, are you 
sinking?” She looked at him again as if she 
believed he should not ask such a question. 
At last rising a little in her bed, she said, 
“Sinking! Sinking! Did you ever know a sinner 
to sink through a rock? If I had been stand- 
ing on the sand I might sink, but thank God, 
I am standing on the Rock of Ages, and there 
is no sinking possible there.” 


yh 
COOPERATION 
ee EXPOSITOR is a medium for the 


exchange of ideas among ministers in ac- 

tive work. Read 2 Kings 18:18 for a 
homely illustration of “getting out of a thing 
what you put into it.” Every thoughtful min- 
ister is familiar with this fact when urging 
luke-warm members to take an active part in 
the life of the Church. Why not apply the 
principle in your relationship to The Expositor, 
the one medium edited and published ‘for 
ministers. Learn to “give” a little for what is 
received from other members of your Calling. 
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The Editor g Columns 


Pax 


"E HAD moored the historic old Chesa- 

peake Bay Bugeye in a cozy little 

sheltered anchorage between Old Point 
Comfort and Newport News, backyard of the 
U.S. Navy, city of welcome refuge for limp- 
ing, war-torn craft of other seas, which came 
more or less badly hurt, down Hampton Roads, 
to flood the nearby towns with their war-weary 
crews while repairs were being made. 

Myriads of stinging, phosphorescent Sea 
Nettles, moving with the tides, sent the crew 
of nine business and professional men some 
distance along the sandy Hampton Roads 
shore for the daily swim and deferred our trip 
ashore until well after dark. 

We left the little motored tender at the 
dock and shortly found ourselves in the lovely 
little park at Old Point Comfort, site of his- 
toric old Fortress Monroe, facing the open sea 
between Cape Henry on the south and Cape 
Charles on the north. 

The air was full of huge bombers and 
speedy pursuit and fighter planes from Lang- 
ley and neighboring training fields. As we had 
approached Old Point Comfort in the after- 
noon, running free down the Bay under full 
sail, we had been mystified by smoke rising 
from the water several points off our starboard 
bow. But we soon discovered that bombers 
overhead were practicing with smoke bombs. 

As we cleared the government “obstruc- 
tions” (so indicated on our navigation charts) 
and set our course for Newport News we 
could distinguish a formidable appearing man- 
of-war headed for the open seas. Some 
thought, judging by the low, typical stern, it 
was a destroyer. As it neared us we saw what 
we had not seen before, the entire stern and 
much of the rear half of the ship had been 
deftly blotted out by some artist of camouflage, 
so that the catapults for launching death- 
dealing planes and the davits used for picking 
them up out of the sea, were actually invisible 
at an amazingly short distance and what at 
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first had appeared as a lesser destroyer, was 
actually a fighter of more solemn mien. An 
American battleship ready for whatever in the 
way of eventualities. 

We heard planes far overhead as we sat 
in the moonlight on the beach at Old Point 
Comfort. Suddenly a narrow blade sliced 
through the heavens, to be joined rapidly by 
a second, a third, a fourth and fifth and at 
the point of their intersection, thousands and 
thousands of feet above, flew a wee point of 
silver, neatly outlined and somewhere in the 
surrounding dark, eager youngsters, were aim- 
ing and going through the motions of firing 
anti-aircraft guns. 

The whole section throbbed with intensi- 
fying pulsations of a foreign war. It was like 
a dream, depressing, distasteful, and we took 
a rather silent way back to the dock and to 
our bunks. But the night was, itself, glorious 
and some of us pulled our spring mattresses 
out of our cabin berths and made our beds 
on deck under the open sky. As I crawled in 
and pulled a sheet partly over a weary body, 
the illuminated clock on a vine-covered tower 
at Hampton Institute, struck the hour and pro- } 
ceeded to lull me to rest with chimed hymns } 
which have been familiar and loved from my 
infancy up. As I have intimated before and 
shall probably again, these are days when safe 
anchorage is found where the vine-covered 
faith of the fathers has not run before the 
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Defense Project 
HE office of the minister was never 
greater than now. He is charged with 
the grave responsibility of reminding 
the age of its need of God. His is a building) 
task not less important than that of industry.) 
He deals in intangibles. Yet these great spir- 
itual forces are as essential to the well being 
and future happiness of the nation as any) 
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naterial good that may come. Side by side 
with the stepping up of our industrial activi- 
ties should be the moving forward of a char- 
ucter-building program. That should be a 
definite part of our defense program. It is 
more than building what some have called 
morale.” It is the giving of the Gospel of 
shrist to men. 

It is vital that men and women of Christian 
tharacter should train the men who are to 
‘orm the all important branches of our nation- 
1 defense. We are reminded again of the 
act that there are millions of youths in Amer- 
ca who have grown to manhood without any 
idequate spiritual motive. Our pleas are 
aade that the church may realize the impera- 
‘ive call to build spiritual defenses. The es- 
ence of a strong defense for present and 
ature well-being lies not in physical prepara- 
‘on alone, but in lives that have found the 
‘ue source of living. 

What is true for the present is true also 
‘s we look toward the years just ahead. Sure- 
7 the world has not committed itself to a 
\mogram of war and plunder. Have we con- 
idered our spiritual defenses when peace 
comes? One day this gigantic program of 
ems will end. Many of the young men in 
ne armed forces will be demobilized. We 
annot go on this way forever. For that time 
*e must build the spiritual defenses. These 
efenses must be not only for the duration 
{ the war, but for the period that shall come 
ter. 

For this new world about which Christians 
fad non-Christians alike talk we must have 
‘sw men. If love is to win, men must seek 
pr the spiritual. The tasks of the future de- 
wand men and women of the Kingdom. With 
‘oly purposes to build the Kingdom of God on 
arth we still have the promise of Jesus, “T 
ill build my church.” 
| In the hour of darkness men need a light. 
“Then defenses are weak or crumbling they 
frust be rebuilt. We who believe in the 
‘aurch must not fail in our work of building 
wiritual defenses. The foundations upon 
thich we build are the only enduring founda- 
ions. These cannot fail, for even “the gates 
| hell shall not prevail against them.” 

— W. Franklin Harkey 


of 


litting the Buoy 

|! WAS taking my turn at the wheel. We 
_ had just swung the big ship “about” and 
~ circled a second time, a school of leaping, 
porting porpoises, in the hope of more photo- 
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graphs. The triangular shark-fin had deftly 
sliced a wide arc and submerged and we were 
again headed for Cape Charles some thirty or 
more miles away. 

The day was none too clear. Shortly we 
were out of sight of land, a novel experience 
for a mere land-lubber like myself, especially 
when that land-lubber had as his responsi- 
bility, the sailing of a sizable two-master in 
the right direction, when, visually, all direc- 
tions looked the same. 

We passed near to a nun-buoy. Bill, the 
navigator, studied it a moment with his glass 
to identify it, vanished down the hatchway 
to the chart table and shortly came up again. 
He lifted the cover glass on the binnacle, ad- 
justed the compass card for the new course 
we were to take and with a smile said, “Hold 
“er right there. It’s eighteen miles to the next 
buoy.” 

Varying winds are not conducive to sailing 
a straight course, but the length of the keel 
held the craft fairly steady and with frequent 
though slight movements of the wheel, we 
held her “right there.” 

Time passes swiftly when a crew is con- 
genial and occupied and calculating our speed, 
I felt we should be sighting the second buoy 
though I had not seen it. Continuing to “hold 
’er right there” we sailed on and on toward 
a still invisible port, watching only the slowly 
swinging compass, housed in the binnacle 
before the wheel. 

Suddenly a cry came from up for’rd, “Here’s 
your buoy,” and there, dead ahead, breaking 
through the semi-haze, came the buoy we 
were seeking over the last eighteen miles. 

When we moored at the home port and 
went rolling off to our several desks and duties 
after the cruise, and that on uncertain sea- 
legs, the crew talked of the buoy I “split” from 
eighteen miles away. 

But there was something far more than 
“splitting the buoy” in the incident. Given a 
true course, a true one, mind you, anyone 
could “split a buoy.” Had the navigator been 
the fraction of a degree off in his calculations 
in the chart room and set the compass other 
than he did, not the most experienced pilot 
could have found that buoy, say nothing of 
“splitting” it. 

Up and down all navigable waters, be they 
material or spiritual, safe channels are marked 
and directing buoys are placed. Blind groping 
in either, promises only grief on the shoals. 
Once the course has been set by a reliable 
navigator, the compass points the way to safe 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE 
CHRISTIAN FLAGS 


Labor and Its Responsibility 
To the Nation in Time of Emergency 

Labor interests this year are not in Labor 
Day, but in worthwhile, unselfish accomplish- 
ments for the good of the Nation’s citizenship, 
and the Democratic world, and this will 
stretch out into weeks, months, and years of 
patriotic loyalty, and unselfish service. 

Designating a day, set apart, when the 
Nation’s thought was focused on the needs, 
problems, and interests of a special class of 
American citizens, the laboring man, has be- 
come a tradition with us. Many, however, 
think of “labor” and “labor day” only in rela- 
tion to members of labor unions, because union 
activities have received much public notice. 

Church leaders should bear in mind that 
great numbers of workers have no connection 
with unions, workers who prefer to remain 
non-union, and that their needs as Christian 
American citizens are the same as any other 
individual member of the parish and the com- 
munity. 

Power in the hands of any group of citizens, 
whether employers or workers, used selfishly 
and to the detriment of the community or na- 
tion, is not a healthy condition. Today the 
responsibility of every citizen rests in loyalty 
to the Nation as a whole, and “patriotic co- 
operation” should be the watchword of every 
group, in every part of the Democracy. The 
needs of labor today are merged and fused 
with the needs of every citizen and group of 
citizens, and our first and primary responsi- 
bility is to organize a solid front in industrial 
and civilian life with one aim, that is active, 
loyal support of hundreds of thousands of 
young men who are training to carry the torch 
of Democracy for us, actively for defense or 
indirectly in defense work. 


of 

Texts Suggested for Sermons 

II Cor. 3:17. “Where the spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty.” 

Matt. 20:28. “The Son of Man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister.” 

John 5:7. “My Father worketh until now, 
and I work.” 
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LABOR SUNDAY 


PREACHER'S VOICE 
DIVIDING CHRISTIANS 


Labor Program Suggestions 
For Individual Churches 


The Industrial Division of the Federal Coun- 
cil, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York City, sug- 
gests the following: 

“Observe Labor Sunday on September 7. 
Secure copies of suggested message with front 
cover blank for local printing of “order of 
Service.” Arrange union services where possi- 
ble, with special addresses on religion and 
industry by an employer, a labor leader, a 
minister, a non-partisan observer (an ordinary 
citizen). Arrange for broadcast; ask local 
paper to print extracts of speeches or discus- 
sions. Appoint committee to map out program 
for continued study.” 


cf 
Labor Sunday, September 7 


on Jesus’ teaching of the dignity and essential} 
brotherhood of all the children of God, long 


and industrial relations. This concern suppo 
the right of the common man to a voice i 
determining the conditions under which hd 
works. The labor union movement, like polit 
ical democracy, has its imperfections; yet i 
is the major expression of the democratic prin 
ciple in industry. Employers in increasing 
numbers are freely granting to labor the righ 
to organize and are working out constructivé 
relationships with unions on the basis of mu 
tual confidence. In many industries, the mex 
and women who work with their hands and 
tend machines are no longer a strugglin 
minority seeking recognition and a just shard 
of the profits of industry. They have becom 
a great organic movement, involved directlt, 
in the worldwide struggle for the preservatioy 
and growth of democracy. 7 

In countries where liberty and equality pré} 
vail as ideals of human relations, there thi 
labor movement is strong. Where they anit 
not applied to industrial relations, there union} 
are few and weak. Where democracy has bee} 
discarded, as in the totalitarian states, the 
the independent labor union movement ha 
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disappeared. The existence of these contrast- 
‘ng situations is not a mere coincidence. Dem- 
deracy, by the very law of its nature, must 
extend into industrial and economic as well 
as political relations. Totalitarianism, by an 
equally inherent law of its nature, must de- 
itroy an independent labor union movement. 
‘ndustrial civilization must either extend more 
democratic control to those who produce and 
0 those who consume economic goods and 
services, or it must center total power in a 
volitical state. There seems to be no other 
ternative. If we cannot have the spirit of 
Christian democracy in industry, all democracy 
ss jeopardized, 

It is well that church members face this 
act and come to terms with it. A new 
‘aissionary opportunity presents itself. The 
Jhurches should urge the further application 
‘if the Christian principles of democracy to 
‘adustrial and economic relations. If this new 
‘nissionary call is heeded, the Christian forces 
vill play a vital part in the era just ahead. 
= it is ignored, they are likely to have little 
‘art in solving our most urgent social prob- 
»ms and infusing spiritual life into society. 

The fundamental religious concern with in- 
ustry has to do with its spirit and purpose. 
" we are to develop an economic order which 
will express the spirit of Christ, who came “not 
»» be ministered unto, but to minister,” the 
‘timary test of production and distribution 
inust be not a private advantage but the com- 
jaon good. A Christian spirit must find appro- 
jviate economic forms to fulfill its basic pur- 
ose of the greatest sérvice to human need. 
' In the area of industrial relations the 
nurches must make clear not only that labor 
fas the right to organize, but also that the 
inciple of such organization is socially sound. 
‘it the same time as labor grows in power, 
| must assume the moral responsibility which 
/ower entails. Organized labor can command 
*ablic support only as it deals effectively with 
(arious elements in its ranks which weaken 
fidence in its integrity. It must live up to 
se Christian spirit which is essential to dem- 
racy. It must itself practice democracy in 
‘mtrol and, where necessary, put its own 
‘puse in order. It must, also, refrain from dis- 
‘iminating against any workers because of 
lor or creed. Many unions have led the way 
| fair interracial relations in their own mem- 
‘ership and have set a worthy example to civic 
isd religious organizations. Others have yet 
} accept and to practice this Christian demo- 
“atic principle. 

‘This hour of crisis calls for a Christian 
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movement which has renewed its spirit and 
clarified its vision of the wider implications of 
its Gospel, and for a labor movement which 
has purified its practices and set its eyes on 
the farther goals of true democracy. All groups 
are summoned to work together for a better 
ordering of society upheld by religion on the 
one hand, and by the productive labor of hand 
and brain on the other.—Dept. of Social Serv- 
ice, Federal Council of Churches. Copies $1.00 
a hundred, $4.00 for 500. 
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101 Prayers for Peace 

A book made up of prayers by 101 Church 
leaders was published under the above title 
by the Westminster Press, Philadelphia. The 
price is $1.00. It is for your use in planning 
any kind of Church service, at a time when 
the world is filled with thoughts of bombings, 
air raids, WAR. The introduction, a prayer, 
by Harold C. Case, Pastor Elm Park Meth- 
odist Church, Scranton, Pa., will lead you 
away from chaotic thoughts of destruction to 
a realization of Divine Presence in the lives of 
men. Many of the prayers will form the basis 
of sermons or meditations. 


q 


Preaching and The Preacher’s Voice 

A Preacher writes, “On receiving a degree 
in theology at Harvard, I went to see the Dean 
of the Theological School with an expressed 
hope that I might be placed under one who 
could show me by his example how to work. 

“‘Rousmaniere is the man,’ said the Dean, 
and so I became apprenticed to Rousmaniere 
for four years. Edmund S. Rousmaniere had 
the best voice I have known, and though he 
never taught, he was ever on the alert to find 
teachers for others. I was informed early that 
my voice did not carry. Possibly on the theory 
that offenses must come before a new start 
can be made, a remark of the Bishop was 
added, “Harper seems to be meditating to him- 
self... Though the remark stung me to the 
quick, I had to admit that I was meditating 
how a poor preacher could manage to get the 
words of the gospel so muddled up in his 
mouth, favoring one part of the vocal mechan- 
ism only to fumble the other ninety-nine. 

“When Rousmaniere talked on prayer, peo- 
ple never said: ‘What a wonderful sermon.’ 
They prayed, and so did more than one grate- 
ful preacher.” 

As a result of the four year apprenticeship, 
Ralph M. Harper knows the meaning of the 
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“habit of good form in speaking.” He has put 
his knowledge of the voice and its relation to 
good health into book form. The book is 
called “The Voice Governor” and it may be 
had through your local book store, or through 
the publisher, E. C. Schirmer Music Company, 
221 Columbus Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts. 
The price is $2.00. It has 40 illustrations to 
show the reader how to interpret the instruc- 
tions given in the 24 chapters of common 
sense instruction on body-mechanics. The 24 
chapters are divided into three sections. Part I, 
A New Analysis, consists of 8 chapters. Part II, 
Discovery, has 11 chapters. Part III, How to 
Study, 5 chapters. 


Now, as you are making your plans for a 
fall program, make room for the purchase and 
study of this book, “The Voice Governor,” and 
put its teachings into practice from day to day. 
The chapters on posture alone would re-make 
many a speaker, if the teachings in this volume 
were observed and made a habit. As preachers, 
we are prone to a general “let-down” after a 
few years, and few of us have the opportu- 
nity to extricate ourselves from this rut, other 
than by means of self-determination. Family 
and friends do not point out our faulty habits, 
and too often the only warning we have is 
less enthusiasm for the growth of the Church, 
and a move to another field. 


Wall Charts i 

You can secure a colorful wall chart for 
listing the names of men who are in the serv- 
ice, with their addresses, so that members will 
keep in mind the need of writing them regu- 
larly, as well as doing the friendly family 
services that are so much appreciated by 
men in camp. The chart is listed in the Stand- 
ard Publishing Company catalog. 

Several pastors have made a practice of 
reading the names of men in the service before 
the pastoral prayer at each Worship Service, 
asking special prayers for them, each day. 
The chart could be used for this reading, and 
the reading assigned to a young man of the 
congregation. Accompanied by two boys carry- 
ing candles, this reading would focus the 
attention of the congregation on the young 
men, absent and in the service of our Country. 
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Junior Choir Book of 20 Anthems 


Matthew N. Lundquist arranged and edited 
“The Gateway,” a book of 20 Anthems for 
Soprano, Alto, and Baritone, suitable for 
Church Worship services, Seasonal, and simple 
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enough for the average director to undertake. 
It is recommended that most of it be sung a 
cappella. The price is 90c, and it is published 
by E. C. Schirmer, 221 Columbus Ave., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 


of 


Churches Which Become the Church 


Many churches discover today the full mean- 
ing of the words of our Lord:—“Upon this rock 
I will build my Church and the gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against it.” As churches be- 
come more ready to witness to the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ, and to suffer because of their 
witness, they realize more clearly that the 
Church is truly built on a rock, and that no 
power in the world, not even death itself, can 
prevail against it. It is a striking fact that 
there is often more Christian joy and less fear 
for the future of the Church in churches whose 
outward existence is continually threatened 
than in churches which as yet live in compara- 
tive security. 

It is in that sense that right in the midst 
of the present disruption and chaos churches 
are becoming the Church. As they are con- 
fronted with a world which prefers darkness 
to light, they rediscover the full radicalism of 
the Christian Gospel, they become aware that 
the Church has no other protection except the 
Word of God itself, but they find also that 
that Word is a real protection. It does not 
keep them out of trouble, but it purifies, re- 
news, and strengthens the Church just at the 
moment when it needs that help so as to be 
able to fight. When the battle becomes so 
violent that only the Church of Christ itself 
can stand the strain, it builds the Church out 
of the churches.—World Council Courier. 


vf 
Indexing and Filing 


Rev. Edward A. Ford, 704 Goode Street, 
Thibodaux, La., says: “The request of Rev. 
A. L. Taxis, August issue, about indexing and 
filing Exposrron material may be answered | 
by my plan. I have the files of The Exposrror 
for the past 19 years, and I prepare a list of 
the monthly issues for every year, giving the 
number of the first and last pages of each, 
so that when the annual index refers to a 
certain page, my list shows me at once in 
which month it can be found. I put the 
issues with the Annual Index (formerly Sep- 
tember, but December since 1935) together 
on one shelf, for quick reference. I hope this © 
will help you.” 


We thank you, Rev. Ford! (Eps.). 
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‘ound Pictures Available 
Visual Aids Reviews, Chicago, lists the fol- 
swing films available for Religious Education 
rograms— 
The Prodigal Son, 2 reels, Bell & Howell, 
Rental $6.00 
A Certain Nobleman, 2 reels, Bell & Howell, 
Rental $6.00 
The Prodigal Son, (Nu-Arts, silent, and not 
recommended where sound is available) 
Messages From The Epistles, Filmslide in 
2 parts, $2.50, Bond Slide Co. 
The Greatest Things, Bond Filmslide, $2.50 
(Sermon material on John 8:16) 
The Lost Sheep, 1 reel animated cartoon, 
C. O. Baptista 


of 
Do you take time to pass on your sugges- 
ons and experience to other ministers in 


iturn for those you receive through The 
\wpositor? 
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Prayer When Unfolding a Christian Flag 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, sov- 
ereign Commander of all the world, in whose 
hand is power and might; we bless Thy Holy 
Name for all the goodness and mercy which 
Thou hast bestowed upon us as a nation and 
a people. Accept, bless and hallow now, we 
beseech Thee, this flag of our Faith which 
we offer for the use of Thy house of prayer. 

Grant that all who look upon it may be 
filled with gratitude for Thy mercies in the 
past and with earnest purpose to do Thy holy 
will for all the time to come. Help us realize 
that the religion of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, is 
for public as well as private use, for the city, 
the state and the nation as well as for the 
individual and the home. Help us to grow in 
faith and love of Jesus Christ, as we look 
upon this symbol of His teachings, and make 
us better citizens, sure of Thy Presence at 
all times, and gratefully submitting ourselves 
to Thy Will in all things both great and small. 
We ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
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FLAGS FOR THE SANCTUARY 


The display of flags has 
come the order of the day. 
aristian Flags are necessary 
the Church Sanctuary as 
ell as in the Sunday School 
oms and social rooms, in 
der to remind ourselves 
at Democracy is founded 
the Christian Faith. 
‘If possible the Christian 
ag should be carried in the 
rocessional and Recessional 
ery Sunday morning, in 
der to focus attention on 
e Church as the root of 
sedom of thought and wor- 


rp. 

If you do not have a flag, 
wise some way to secure 
te. A patriotic citizen, or 
coup of them, will supply 
= modest sum needed for 
» purchase of a Christian 
ag. In order to arouse en- 
‘asiasm for such a gift, se- 
*e a cut of a Christian Flag 
sm Goodenough & Woglom 


the one shown here, and print it in your Church Bulletin, or Parish Paper. The Cut 
in be used also on the Dedication program, after the Flag has been secured. 

lags are available from Goodenough & Woglom, 296 Broadway, N.Y.C., at correct prices. 
ad for their catalog, before you set up your budget figure. 
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Personal Evangelism in the Same Old Field 


Are you going stale on the jobP Are you 
casting wistful eyes upon all desirable vacant 
Churches in your conference? Are you losing 
interest in your workP Are your members 
losing interest in your preaching? in the Mis- 
sionary work? in the Men’s Forum? 

Are the young people drifting away? Are 
you convinced that a new start in a new field 
would help you to come back? Have you 
pulled strings to secure a hearing in a new 
field? 

Your experience is not a new one; it is one 
familiar to many preachers. How to overcome 
it “in the same old field” will be told in the 
October issue of The Expostror by one 
preacher who had this experience, had the 
courage to face the facts, and was given the 
Grace to apply the remedy. The “prescrip- 
tion” offered you in this story will cure your 
troubles, if you apply it faithfully. Don’t miss 
this article! Your fall Rally Programs may 
need just such treatment. 


A Reading Board “ 

For the convenience of those who must 
study or read without the use of a four- 
legged table, the Grant Specialty Company is 
offering the Read-O-Board, with a washable 
surface in a choice of colors, an adjustable, 
sliding leg. The Read-O-Board may be had 
in several sizes, 12”x 20", $1.50; 16” x 24”, 
$1.75. 

These boards would be especially helpful 
to students going away to school, or to men 
in the service camps. An excellent GIFT 
suggestion. 

vA 
Dividing Christians 

Hitler was playing for stakes even higher 
than the smashing of the Red army when he 
invaded Russia, Demaree Bess, noted foreign 
correspondent, says in The Saturday Evening 
Post. 

He was gambling on bringing about a peace, 
approved by Christians, which would secure 
all the fruits of conquest for the Nazi order, 
Bess says in a report from London which 
points out that Hitler took great risks in tear- 
ing up the pact which had kept Russia com- 
pliant, foreign Communists passive and _ pro- 
vided a flow of raw materials. 

Invading Russia, the Germans “were pre- 
paring the foundations for an appeal to all 
lovers of peace everywhere, and especially in 
Christian churches, to end their war” the 
Bess article declares. 
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“They hoped to induce millions of sincere | 
Christians to underwrite Hitler’s vast new em- 
pire. 

“Time and again the Nazis have endeav- | 
ored to consolidate their imperialistic gains by | 
recruiting support for a compromise peace 
with the west. This time, as the conquerors 
of the Red menace, it was their scheme to 
make their supreme effort to undermine their 
opponents in the west. 


“Abundant evidence is available now to 
show that when the German armies drove 
into Russia, the Nazis had their next step al- 
ready plotted. 

“I have obtained firsthand evidence that 
Hitler’s agents have been working quietly for 
more than a year to recruit support among 
European Christians, paying especial attention 
to those countries in which the Roman Cath- 
olic religion is predominant. 

“This campaign to divide Christians had 
been planned by the Germans as coolly as 
they had planned their earlier campaign in 
which Jews were the principal pawns.” 

The Post article says that “in this latest 
psychological campaign Hitler plotted to use) 
Red Russia as similar pawns. He assumed the 
post of defender of Christian Europe against) 
Atheist Russia, seeking thus to paralyze op- 
position to his imperialistic schemes on large 
sections of the Christian world by maneuver- 
ing the British Empire and the United States 
into the role of accomplices of Bolshevism.” 


j 


xy } 
A New Color-Duplicating Process 


Bond Slide Company announces the perfec- 
tion of a new color duplicating process for 
use with Kodachrome. The process is called 
the “Boncolor” process and the resulting du- 
plicates are true reproductions of the original 
colors. A more brilliant color and true color 
balance is obtained with this process, than. 
has been possible before. The process is said 
to be based on an entirely new and revolu- 
tionary process which not only gives better 
Kodachromes but the cost will be scarcely 
more than B & W. Sermons, Hymns, Mission | 
Stories, and Bible Study Films will be released | 
in full color filmslide September, 1941.—Vis-. 
ual Aids Reviews. 

7 

The Expositor with The Minister’s Annual 
should be included in your budget for neces- 
sary tools. These publications will do much to 
keep up your courage, inspiration, and preach- 
ing standard. 


The Expositor 


TRE bp 


ULbPI’T 


God "5 Faith in Man 


RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


“Do you know that you are God’s temple 
ind that God’s Spirit makes its home in you? 
if anyone destroys the temple of God, God 
will destroy him. For the temple of God is 
acred and that is what you are.”—1 Cor. 3:16. 
x0odspeed. 


“JNHERE are many sermons on “Man’s 
TL Faith in God.” That is as it should be. 
Few sermons are written on “God’s 
“aith in Man.” This calls for enlargement. 
It is very important to know that God has 
 aeage concerning us. An investment 
as been made in our destiny. God has a 
ake in man. It is difficult to méasure up to 
‘nose anticipations because of personal limita- 
ons and worldly obstacles. But one can go 
ur and many have gone a long distance by 
say of proving themselves. 

Somebody said, “Jesus alone can save the 
orld but Jesus cannot save the world alone.” 
nif this we are not sure. We are sure that 
sus invited others to share with Him the 
“ork of redemption. He called out disciples 
fad said to them “Follow me.” This call to 
“e comradeship is the highest honor which 
vay be bestowed on any person. The Mas- 
vr characterizes all followers as leaven and 
iilt. 
| It is always a tragedy when one thus chosen 
(pes not grasp the implications of discipleship, 
/e. requirements imposed upon Christians. 
ine might say, “A mistake has been made, it 
| not possible that I have been chosen to 
\ercise the function of leaven and salt. There 
‘© some great souls whom I know and of 
Irom I have heard who fit in this groove, 
ie St. Paul or ‘John Wesley or Evangeline 
feoth or Savonarola and many others who 
jade history turn corners and who have 
yapped empires.” 
| Perhaps we suffer from an inferiority com- 
fox. Or is it modesty? While some people 

not as good as they claim, others are bet- 
} than they realize. 

One of the peculiar facts about “Who’s 
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Who” is that we find a list of men and women 
who dared. They had faith in God, knew 
that God approved of their thought and work, 
therefore they had faith in themselves. When 
a person is sure that he is on the right road 
in his thinking and endeavor nothing can stop 
him in his career. 

The burden of our preaching today of all 
days should be “God believes in you.” How 
people like to hear that! 

Here is a man who after many months 
away from a church service decides once 
again to try the Gospel as a solution to his 
difficulties of mind and heart—the riddle of 
life itself may be solved, he thinks. He thinks 
right. So he hears the preacher say, in sub- 
stance, that God expects him to make some- 
thing worthwhile of himself. He believes in 
God which is not a surprise but he is sur- 
prised to learn that God believes in him. It 
is a great discovery. He learns that God ac- 
cepts him, will not let him go. Needless to 
say that man leaves “The Presence” with a 
new grip on himself and a fresh outlook 
toward a world almost in ruins. 

Here is a discovery that is revolutionary. 
As revolutionary as an Edison wresting se- 
crets and facts and values in his laboratory. 
As revolutionary as Columbus discovering 
America, As revolutionary as Harvey learn- 
ing the circulation of the blood. As revolu- 
tionary as the man who was cured by the 
Beautiful Gate sensing that he was no longer 
a cripple but could walk. 

A splendid title for one of those “More- 
Power-to-You” books is “The Gospel—Tech- 
nique for the Timid.” Something to arouse! 
A stimulant instead of an opiate! An elixer, 
not a bromide! Notes struck in crescendo. 
Explosion is the better word. 

We have little sympathy with the noisy 
reformer who makes a profession of embar- 
rassing and belittling others because there is 
money and cheap glory in the process—like 
the would-be religionist who refuses to salute 
the flag because he calls it a fetish instead of 
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a symbol. Such a man will take exception to 
you at the drop of a hat. But there are real 
causes to espouse, genuine movements to en- 
dorse, vital conditions to be met, which call 
for red blood and steel nerves. Practical relig- 
ion demands spiritual gumption and moral 
backbone. It does not mean getting out of 
things. It means getting into things. Salva- 
tion is not a running away from the wrath 
which is to come but meeting that wrath 
more than half way and preventing it from 
carrying on. We have no special brief against 
those who preach the second coming of our 
Lord, but the least they could do is make this 
world a fit place for His appearing. 

The call is for positive, not negative, living. 
Christianity is a matter of addition, not sub- 
traction. The cross of Christ is the plus sign 
in our minus lives. It is not only our hope 
but our pattern. 

One night, New York’s Mayor LaGuardia 
walked into Madison Square Garden to place 
his personal and official approval on a pro- 
gram for the assistance of relief for Jewish 
orphans. Twenty thousand people stood up 
and cheered. We do not think that they were 
applauding their Mayor so much as they were 
acclaiming a man—a man, like St. Paul, small 
of stature, but big, oh so big, in mind and 
heart, a veritable dynamo generating energy 
and meaning and purpose in his viewpoint 
and program. 

The man always makes the office. It is 
never any other way. The soldier is more 
than a man with a gun, in a uniform. If that 
were not true, we would have to accept Hitler 
or Mussolini and Stalin and all their cohorts. 
Clothes do not make the man though they 
make other men look at him. You cannot 
explain Gandhi in a phrase or dismiss him 
because of a winding sheet. You cannot define 
anybody until you know the dream, philoso- 
phy, object, which gives motivation and dom- 
ination. Thus we dismiss some people while 
we accept others. 


It is said of some men that the newspapers 
have written them up. No newspaper ever 
wrote a man up—or down. He is either already 
up or he is already down. The most that 
a newspaper can do is report a status. If a 
man is fundamentally right, all the publicity 
experts and propaganda agents not withstand- 
ing, the world soon knows the fact. 

Perhaps it is carrying the thought too far 
when we say that God certainly has more 
faith in a man who really wants to do some- 
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thing with his life. More faith in him than 
in the man who sits around waiting for some- 
thing to happen. More hours if not lives are 
wasted by those who believe in luck or fate, 
the turn of the card or the wheel. Some men 
do reach the top at a bound. The idea is 
to stay put once a goal has been realized. At 
least it can be said without fear of contro- 
versy that a hard working person is more 
preferable among his contemporaries than a 
slacker or shirker. It is said, “The Lord helps 
those who help themselves.” With this old 
saw we have a basis on which humans may 
make appraisals. 


Several years ago a group of professional 
and business men met in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains for a period of conference and dis- 
cussions of the Boy Scout Program. (Biennial 
Conference of Boy Scout Executives.) These 
men were dedicating themselves to the task 
of boy development and character building. 
They were already filled with great learning 
but they knew, which is the essence of scholar- 
ship, that they had by no means penetrated 
the great mysteries of life and destiny. They 
had faith in God, God had faith in them, 
which combination gave them faith in them- 
selves. In a discussion of leadership, the fol- 
lowing findings were given, in the nature of 
three classifications: 

“J have prepared three columns. One is 
entitled. “The thinkers of the human race, 
examples of them.’ The other is entitled, “The 
doers of the human race, examples of them.’ 
The third is entitled, ‘Men of heart-power who 
exemplified feeling in the leadership of their 
fellows.’ I do not know whether each of those 
classifications is correct, but I rapidly call their 
names. The thinkers are likely to be scientists, 
philosophers, statesmen, men of literature. Not 
always. The men of action are likely to be 
pioneers, discoverers, soldiers. Not always. 
Men of great heart-power are likely to be 
artists, leaders in morality, leaders in religion, 
I repeat, a leader is a person who is grea 
enough in some respect to command a fol 
lowing.” (Dr. Herman H. Horne.) 

We have just given a cross-section of the 
mental, physical and spiritual stuff whic 
makes the world the interesting place we find 
it. It is no self-pedestal raising to place one 
self in one of the classifications. 

If there is anything worth striving for—an 
there is—in a world crumbling by the bomb 
shells of either the aggressors or the material: 
ists, we owe it to the men of God and fai 
to save us from complete destruction an 
absolute collapse. 
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We may never reach Utopia. Perhaps that 
is not what we want. Utopia takes the stress 
and struggle out of existence. As soon as 
man reaches satisfaction, his noble unrest is 
gone, he loses the power to think and move 
and act. It is the striving from whence 


strength comes. We do not always know what 
it is all about, but we do know that we are 
infinitely better and nobler because we have 
accepted the doctrines and abided by the 
rules which, up to now, have, and will in 
the future make men and nations great. 


Win Ge wttten Gospel 


MARTIN PAUL LUTHER 


_ “And there are also many other things which 
Jesus did, the which if they should be 
written every one, I suppose that even 
the world itself would not contain the 
books that should be written.” John 21:25. 


[ 7 HAT is the unwritten gospel? It is 
the message of Christ’s personality. 
Words are never more inadequate 
than when used to describe and evaluate per- 
sonality. St. Paul, understanding this, said, 
“What man knoweth the things of a man, 
save the spirit of the man which is in him?” 
There is a nascent quality in man which 
defying verbal expression can nevertheless 
“communicate itself to another. How often we 
) say of some one, “He is a strange man, rather 
© difficult to understand, quite hard, not friendly, 
'- yet—I like him.” There is something in your 
'. acquaintance your mind does not grasp, your 
’ senses do not appropriate—an answering spirit, 
' an intangible something which draws you close 
‘together. This is true in larger degree in all 
‘ our comradeships. This is why similarity of 
\ interest is not essential in the building of 
‘ friendships. It explains the friendship of two 
' people quite opposite in characteristics. Sim- 
' jlarity and dissimilarity of expressional habits 
' are not first in the creation of valuable com- 
| radeships. The reason is in the spirit of a man. 
- When that spirit meets an answering kindred 
spirit it does not matter whether there is a like- 
/ ness in mental or vocational habits, the inde- 
| finable something of the inner man is magne- 
* tized and each is attracted to the other. 
Now to be sure we have to know some- 
, thing about a person. The things we see, hear 
{or read help in the problem of understanding. 
We must discover as best we can the trend 
»of one’s life. We need illustrations of how he 
; works and lives. By this process we rapidly 
leap to a recognition of his motives. We thus 
Brooklyx, N. Y. 
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question, is he humane, unselfish, kind to 
others or mean, grasping, self-centered? After 
a number of experiences in which we discover 
a man to be unselfish, altruistic, a lover of 
humankind, we conclude that these traits of 
life are at the true center of his being—they 
are fundamentals of the man’s spirit. When 
that fact is established we do not need con- 
stantly recurring examples of this motive to 
convince us of his spiritual attitude. We have 
established a contact with the man’s soul. 

This man’s touch, if it is outstanding and 
praiseworthy, immediately exerts an influence 
upon us. Our lives unconsciously absorb the 
qualities of this other life. It is not necessary 
at all to make it verbal, words may not de- 
scribe it. It is the transfer of a spiritual qual- 
ity from one person to another. This is hap- 
pening all the time. A really high-minded 
exemplary father does not have to explain the 
meaning of honesty. A son will understand 
because this is the way of his father. A daugh- 
ter may never have to be instructed in tender 
thoughtfulness for others, for it is the way of 
the mother. Preaching, scolding, correcting is 
unnecessary because of those qualities of inner 
life which mark her mother as a superior 
woman. 


So indeed is it with the Christian gospel. 
Full of truth and beauty, as it unquestionably 
is, yet its adequacy is to be found not in words 
with changing meanings and which are never 
far reaching enough in content, but in that 
inner quality of personality of one who can 
transmit his life to ours. “Abide in me and 
I in you.” 

Obviously this gospel is the spirit of God 
“Written not in ink but with the spirit of the 
living God. Not in tables of stone but in 
fleshy tables of the heart.” And Jesus made 
it still clearer when he said of himself, “My 
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meat is to do the will of him that sent me.” 
The Bible is the record of the spirit of God 
hovering over the spirit of man. “Eye hath 
not seen nor ear heard but God hath revealed 
them unto us by His spirit.” 


Now with the necessary grasp of Biblical 
story, how can we acquire this gospel which 
cannot be written? It is preposterous to think 
that only disciples who were with Jesus in 
His earthly ministry could obtain such valu- 
able personal power. What Jesus did to men 
of His day He must continue to do today or 
He must remain merely an example and not 
a life. It is the belief of Christianity that 
Jesus Christ can impart the power of His 
gospel to this and every generation. 


1. We must first of all seek if we are to 
find. Jesus Himself followed this rule. The 
spirit of God did not force its way into our 
Lord. He was not only an eager receptacle 
for God’s grace, but He sought God at all 
times. In the mountain fastness at the end of 
day or at a trying moment of an interview 
Jesus sought God’s will for Him. 


This is the psychology of attainment in any 
field. If we study, we shall learn; if we prac- 
tice, we shall acquire skill. Professor Phelps 
in his “Autobiography with Letters” points out 
in his inimitable way how he acquired some 
of life’s higher values. He did not at first 
enjoy symphonic music. The first concert of 
classical music bored him. He decided to 
keep on trying. The symphony became one 
of the fascinations of his life. The first time 
he read Browning he felt no thrill. He kept 
on reading Browning until his liking for the 
poet became almost idolatrous. Therefore, if 
we wish to acquire an understanding of and 
appreciation for art, keep looking. Keep on 
hearing good music. Keep on reading the re- 
cording gospel until the personality of the 
Christ emerges as a living transforming friend- 
ship. Keep on praying until God answers with 
a revelation of Himself, so satisfying that we 
will wonder how we could ever have endured 
without it. 


2. The next suggestion is to use what knowl- 
edge and ability we have with increasing devo- 
tion. Jesus could not find university trained 
men in whom to fix the central elements of 
His gospel. He found fishermen, tax collectors, 
farmers, business men and, starting with them, 
He built a church. One day when the crowd 
was hungry after long hours of listening to 
the Master’s sermon, Jesus having compassion 
on the multitude could find only five loaves 
and two small fish, but starting with what He 
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had He created enough and to spare. This 
was always true of His efforts. Whenever He 
fully utilized what He had, a substantial full- 
ness was the inevitable result. We know some- 
thing about the gospel of love. We see it 
at work in our churches, home and institutions 
of mercy. When loving purpose becomes the 
dominant motive of life, God will reveal Him- 
self to us in ways beyond our present compre- 
hension. Wordsworth says, “We live by ad- 
miration, hope and love. And as these are 
well, and wisely fixed, in dignity of being we 
ascend.” 

8. The challenge of this lies in the fact that 
as we develop we thus become the gospel 
unto others. Jesus, in His intercessory prayer 
as recorded in St. John’s Gospel, speaks to 
His Father. “As thou hast sent me into the 
world even so have I also sent them into the 
world.” As Saviour, friend and hope of God, 
so would He send us forth into this dark and 
troubled world with a gospel. What will that 
gospel be? I do not know. I cannot say. It 
is entirely up to you. The church dare not give 
you its details. We can only pray and ask 
you to pray that starting with the known 
facts as they are in the Bible you may find’ 
such fellowship in the Christ of God as to 
hear His voice telling you what you should 
know and do. God will answer you and have 
a message of life for you if your spirit is 
tuned to His in love. It may mean a revolu- 
tionary message that will transform your 
society. It may be a message of comfort to 
sorrowing and lonely hearts. It may be the | 
gospel of wisdom that by your mind you shall — 
help others to find peace of mind. When you 
hear the voice, hearken unto it. | 
Hymns: O For a Closer Walk_Palerma, C. M. 


A Charge to Keep_-_--- Laban, S. M. 
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“Our Shelter Prayer” 

Habitues of air-raid shelters in Hull, Birm- 
ingham and Westminster are making a wide 
use of a prayer which they call “Our Shelter 
Prayer.” It reads: 

“Increase, O God, the spirit of neighborli- | 
ness among us, that in peril we may uphold | 
one another, in calamity serve one another, 
in suffering tend one another, and in homeless- 
ness, loneliness or exile befriend one another. | 
Grant us brave and enduring hearts that we | 
may strengthen one another, till the disciplines | 
and testing of these days be ended, and Thou | 
dost give again peace in our time. Through | 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 
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AMONG YO UNG PE )PLE 
AT HOME, IN COLLEGE, IN TRAINING CAMPS: 


The Upper Room Makes a Wide Appeal 


ROM the thousands of letters received expressing appreciation of The Upper 
Room as a daily devotional guide, these have come to indicate its widespread 
appeal among young people: 


“One of our young women now in college has an Upper Room Club meeting in her dormi- 
tory room for the reading and study of The Upper Room.’—A pastor. “I have found The 
Upper Room a great help in understanding and exercising the Christian way for us to live 
and I give a number of copies each quarter to my friends.’’—A twenty-one-year-old machinist. 
“As a student I have received help and strength from daily devotionals in The Upper Room.’’— 
A student pastor. ‘Realizing that The Upper Room fills a definite need in the lives of 
young people, the devotional committee of our young people’s society wishes to place an 
order. [I have used The Upper Room and appreciate it immeasurably.”—A worker among 
young people. 


: f Are you making use of this devotional guide 
A New Devotional Book You Should for YOUR young people? All ages respond to 
Have in Addition to The Upper Room its spiritual appeal. The October, November, 
A Pocket Prayer Book, compiled by December issue is now ready for distribution. 
Bishop Ralph Spaulding Cushman. 144 Yearly subscription 30 cents, postpaid; foreign, 
Pages, imitation leather, vest-pocket size. 40 cents; 10 or more copies to one address, 
25 cents, postpaid. 5 cents each, postpaid. Pastors or group lead- 
Contents: I. Foundations of Worship; ers may use our consignment plan with privi- 
II. Devotions; III. Morning Prayers; lege of returning at our expense all unused and 
IV. Evening Devotions; V. Evening } unsold copies. Send all orders to 
Prayers; VI. Holy Communion; VII. 
Special Prayers; VIII. The Christian 


Life; IX. Prayer in Scripture. THE UPPER ROOM 
Order from The Upper Room, i 307-E American Trust Building 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
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The Ministry of Christ 


To The Sick 


“Now when the sun was setting, all they that 
had any sick with divers diseases brought 
them unto Him; and He laid His hands on 
every one of them and healed them.” 
Luke 4:40. 


O SMALL part of our Lord’s earthly 
| N ministry was devoted to the healing 
of the sick. He knew full well the 
importance of health, physical health as well 
as mental and spiritual health. He had always 
compassion for sick people and many of them 
He did heal. However tired and worn He 
might be at any time, He never stopped min- 
istering to suffering humanity. We do well to 
call Him “the Great Physician.” But too many 
people today think of Him as a physician who 
has ceased to practice and never consult Him 
in time of sickness. 

In spite of all the progress that has been 
made in preventive medicine, in spite of the 
growing effectiveness of the public health serv- 
ice, thousands and thousands of people are 
still sick every day. It is estimated that the 
hospitals of the United States have each year 
about 125,000,000 patient days, exclusive of 
patients suffering from mental illnesses. Add 
to this great number of hospital cases the 
larger number of those who receive medical 
care in their own homes and those who under- 
take to treat themselves, and you begin to 
grasp the extent of sickness in our own land. 

The human being can be stricken with a 
dreadful number of diseases. As one looks 
upon a new-born babe and considers how 
many things may happen to that helpless bit 
of humanity, he may well wonder how any 
baby ever grows to maturity. Indeed sickness 
is a real foe of human happiness. It levies an 
awful tribute upon the human race in terms 
of wretchedness and misery. Even its financial 
cost is staggering. It produces worry and fear, 
discouragement and bitterness. And _ finally 
every man is conquered by it. 

Christianity, taking its cue from its Founder, 
has ever sought to alleviate pain and to min- 
ister to the sick. It has encouraged the study 
of medicine. It has built hospitals. It has 
been the inspiration for much service and has 
encouraged every movement for better health. 


Kinston, S. C. 
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But I am wondering if the average Christia 
of our times has not put his faith solely i 
these fine human programs and become indif 
ferent to the Living Christ as a physician for 
human illnesses. I believe in doctors, in hos 
pitals, in nursing, and in the proper usage o! 
kindly drugs. But I believe even more in th 
healing power of Jesus Christ! 

Whenever a person becomes sick, he ought 
to seek for himself the ministry of Christ. The 
fact that so many professing Christians do not 
do so, or do so in a purely formal and mean 
ingless fashion, is indicative of a lack of fai 
in the religion which they profess. Norman 
Vincent Peale very tenderly illustrated this 
truth with a story of his own mother. He says 
that when she began to break under the strain 
of a busy life, she consulted a noted physician 
who, after examination, surprised her by ask} 
ing her if she were a Christian. Assured that 
she considered herself so to be and told of 
her Christian services, he answered: “No 
madam, despite all that, I doubt if you ar 
a real Christian. I understand that being 4 
Christian means to have a childlike faith and 
trust, to believe that God loves you and exer 
cises watchful care over you, to believe thal 
you can talk to Him and by prayer and by 
faith receive from Him strength sufficient td 
offset the strain of life. In this sort of Chris 
tianity, you, like the rest of us, are deficient 
You believe in all of these things; now go ou; 
and practice them, and I believe you will ge 
well.” She followed the advice and soon did 
get well. More Christians should thus mee 
sickness and cure it. 

The psychiatrists today are saying that nd 
small part of the actual sickness of people ha! 
its origin in the mental states of people. 
cently I heard a nurse, speaking from widé 
hospital experience, declare that without fai 
of some sort a patient’s chances of recovery art 
slim indeed. Surely there is no faith so poteni 
as Christian faith! Christianity when actually 
believed in and practiced is both a preventivé 
and a cure of sickness. It can prevent thé 
tensions of life that produce many of o 
ailments. It can produce that state of min¢ 
that makes possible the healing work of nature; 
Christianity both helps to keep people wel 
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HY continue to distribute printed matter of inferior quality or pro- 
duced on a duplicating machine, when your church can publish a high 
class parish paper? The National Religious Press supplies parish pa- 
pers, better in appearance and quality than national church periodicals, at 
amazingly low prices. In fact, even the smallest church can publish a local 
parish paper which will astonish the community providing our service is used. 


MORE THAN 400 AGREE 


More than 400 ministers have been using our service from one to twenty 
years. They all agree that there is no excuse for any church to distribute 
an inferior parish paper. Read what a few say: 


“T want to express my appreciation for your 
excellent Art Covers. These splendid religious 
pictures have been favorably commented upon 
by many people. Some save the pictures to 
frame as well as for scrap books.” 

REV. A. G. GONSER, Evangelical 
Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 


“Our Official Board has approved our parish 
paper for another year. We feel First Presby- 
terian News has been a definite aid in placing in- 
formation before our membership.” 

REV. CHARLES W. MUIR, Presbyterian 
Church, Findlay, Ohio 


“You are giving us a splendid magazine. Your 
service is prompt and efficient. Everybody likes 
ithe Audubon Presbyterian.” 

REV. A. E. GREGG, Presbyterian Church, 
Audubon, New Jersey 


| “The members of our church, as well as the 

merchants, who advertise in our parish paper, 

‘praise Bethania Tidings.” 

REV. JENS C. KJAER, Lutheran Church, 
Racine, Wis. 


“The Pleasant Pointer is uniformly praised. 
Our parish paper is a real asset to our church 
and community.” 

REV. JOHN TOWNLEY, Presbyterian 
Church, Point Pleasant, New Jersey 


“Our people are very well satisfied with The 
Pentecostal Messenger. We have heard several 
compliments from printers who say your work 
is splendid.” 

REV. N. D. DAVIDSON, Assemblies of God 
Church, Phoenix, Arizona 


“You do as good a job of printing as one could 
ever secure anywhere regardless of price.” 
REV. ARLIN ADAMS, Lutheran Church, 
Oconto Falls, Wis. 


“I have been publishing The Colonial News 
for three years, and during all this time your 
service has been entirely satisfactory. The mem- 
bers of our church think we have a fine magazine. 
Our parish paper has helped materially in in- 
creasing our membership from 96 to 260 people.” 

F, N. POND, Jr., Reformed Church, 
Bayside, L. I., New York 
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. For samples, prices and full particulars regarding our service 
_ and the helpful sixteen-page illustrated Parish Manual con- 
| taining detailed explanation of publishing procedure, fill out 
and mail the coupon. Do it NOW. No obligation, of course. 


) 
1 


5 GRAND RAP 


‘September, 1941 


469 


and assists them in getting well again when 
they are sick. 

But there are some incurable maladies and 
some permanent afflictions. Some persons have 
physical handicaps for which there is no treat- 
ment. There are diseases that still defy med- 
ical science, and for which as yet no cure and 
no palliative have been found. Some people 
are born with deformities and others are 
wounded permanently in the battle of life. 
I think of amputated limbs, deaf ears, and 
sightless eyes. I think of cancer patients for 
whom as yet little hope can be offered. What, 
if anything, can Christianity do for these? 

It may be well enough to talk of turning 
ordinary sickness into an asset for better and 
happier living, but surely the hopeless afflic- 
tions can by no stretch of the imagination be 
called assets. Surely these things are enough to 
suggest the counsel of Job’s friends, “Curse 
God and die!” Well, if we so believe, we have 
forgotten many of those who have made large 
contributions to the enrichment of human life. 
John Milton, when blindness first came upon 
him, railed against fate. “Doth God exact day 
labor, light denied?” he asked himself. Then 
he answered, “They also serve who only stand 
and wait.” But Milton soon discovered that 
he need not only stand and wait. He could 
still write the majestic epic, Paradise Lost, to 
climax his creative genius. 

Walter Damrosch says that if he were about 
to die and could hear but one more symphony, 
he would choose to hear again Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony. But that symphony was 
written by Beethoven after deafness had come 
upon him. Indeed the permanent afflictions 
need not destroy one. 

What one of us is there who does not 
personally know some individual whose char- 
acter and personality has been enriched by 
suffering? It is not the imposing list of great 
persons who have triumphed over afflictions 
that teaches reconciliation to such experiences. 
It is rather the patience and the sweetness of 
many an ordinary man and woman in their 
knowledge that they can never be well. I 
think of a little woman of my own church, 
who lingered patiently month after month, 
while cancer did its slow and painful work. 
Her cheerfulness, her unfaltering faith and 
trust in God, her calm approach to the portals 
of death, were a benediction to her loved 
ones. Such persons become in truth the mes- 
sengers of the Most High. But without Chris- 
tian faith, their suffering is made meaningless 
and wholly evil. 


There is a natural clinging to life. The sick 
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person fights off death, and that is as it should 
be. But ultimately death comes. Now it is 
to the problem of death to which religion has 
most often addressed itself. However much we 
may stress, as we should, the part that relig- 
ion plays in life, it remains true that in death 
it is the only thing that does matter. The 
one way that we can meet death as conquerors 
is the way of Jesus Christ. 

Wilbur Crosby Bell, professor in a Virginia 
seminary, stricken with fatal illness, sent this 
message to the men whom he had taught: 
“Tell the boys that I have grown surer of God 
every year of my life, and I have never been 
so sure as I am right now. . . . I am so glad 
to find that I haven’t the least shadow of 


shrinking or uncertainty . . . death is just the 
smallest thing, just an accident. . . . There is 
no real break . . . God is there . . . and life 


. . and all that really counts in life goes on.” 
Truly the ministry of Christ in death is very 
real and very precious. 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


J. J. SESSLER, Ph.D: 


The Unhappy Flower i: 


A prize was to be given to that class in 
Sunday School which had the best record for 
attending church. One Sunday morning Robert 
met his class outside the Church, and just 
before the bell rang, they went in together. 
Most of the boys in his class seldom went 
to the church service although they were 
faithful in Sunday School. The contest was 
bringing many from the Sunday School into 
the Church. The minister and teachers were 


hoping that the young people would continue | 


to come after the contest was over. 
In the sermon that morning Robert and 


his class heard a parable. The minister said | 


that a parable was an earthly story with a 


heavenly meaning. This is the parable which | 


they heard. 


On a warm day in June a gardener went | 


into his garden to plant flower seeds. The 


soil was dug over and raked until it was as | 


fine as powder. The right kind of fertilizer 
was mixed and worked into the soil. Then 
the seeds were scattered over the well pre- 
pared soil. The gardener said to himself, “This 
soil will grow the best flowers I ever had.” 
After some days the little sprouts broke 
through the soil, then came the plants, after 
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that the buds and finally the flowers. When 
the gardener saw his beautiful flowers he was 
well pleased. He watered and cultivated them, 
when he saw weeds he pulled them out by 
the roots. The flowers were so very thankful 
to the gardener, that at times he thought 
they were smiling at him. Yes, and one day 
he thought he heard one of them speak. But 
this could not be. Nevertheless, he turned 
around and saw something that he had not 
seen before. On the other side of the fence 
in hard and sandy soil, almost choked in 
weeds there was a flower of the same variety 
as he had planted in the garden but much 
smaller, shriveled and stunted. This little 
iflower was speaking in a language that the 
gardener could understand. 

“When you planted me and all the other 
seeds,” said this little flower, “a gust of wind 
came and blew me through the fence. My 
woots had a hard time getting down into this 
soil. It is so dry here; the weeds are all around 
me and I am almost choking for lack of air. 
‘Oh, I have tried so hard to be a nice flower 
like the others in the garden. I am so very 
unhappy.” 


When the gardener saw and heard this he 
‘elt sorry for the little flower. He took his 
spade and very carefully dug around the 
*oots in the hard, sandy soil and transplanted 
‘t to the garden. He gave it much loving 
®are and attention. The other flowers wel- 
somed it, and after a few weeks it was as 
lpeautiful as the others, and was very happy. 

This is the parable that Robert heard that 
morning. He could never forget those final 
words of the minister, “Good Christians in the 
shurch are like the flowers in that garden. It 
's so much easier to be a beautiful flower in 
the garden than outside the garden where the 
soil is hard and sandy. Likewise it is easier to 
»e a good Christian in the Church than out- 
tide the Church.” 


‘That morning when Robert left the Church 
ne said to the class, “Boys, hereafter I am 
“oing to Church, even if there never is a con- 
‘est again or another prize given. I certainly 
jiked that parable about the garden and the 
‘lowers.” 


(“he Tilted Clock 


‘In a certain village lived a clock-maker 
»vho was well known for his fine workmanship. 

e was born in that village, had learned 
lock-making from his father, and, now in his 
jd age, was building even better clocks. His 
{ 
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‘She @hinaetest WiiseOoverolled’ 


clocks kept accurate time and his fame was 
known for many miles around. 

One day the town-fathers came into his 
store where he was working on a large grand- 
father clock. They asked him to build the 
largest and the best clock he had ever made 
for which they would pay him well. It was 
to be placed in the center of the town square 
on a high and strong pedestal so that every- 
one could read the time of the day. When 
the clock-maker heard that this clock was for 
all people in the village, he said, “I will 
build the very best clock and will present it 
as a gift to all the people of the village.” 

“But we will be happy to pay you,” replied 
the town-fathers. 

“T have only one request,” said the old man, 
“that my name be inscribed on the pendulum.” 

And so the clock was built and when it 
was finished the villagers gathered around to 
watch the raising of the clock into position 
on a steel pole set deeply in cement. The 
people marvelled at its size. The large glass 
face cast reflections of the sun. 

There it stood and although covered with 
snow and ice in the winter, its large hands 
pointed to the hour of the day. Summer and 
winter, spring and fall, year after year, the 
people set their watches by this clock. And 
each day as the old clock-maker wended his 
way homeward, he looked at his masterpiece; 
it gave him joy to think that his name was 
swinging to and fro on the pendulum. 

But one day there was a heavy storm. A 
tree blew over and hit the steel pole so that 
the clock was tilted. In this position the 
pendulum swung too far to one side, and the 
clock stopped. The pendulum only swings 
evenly when the clock stands firmly, on an 
even base. 

Life is like that clock. ‘The clock was a 
gift from the master clock-builder. Our lives 
are a gift from the great Master-builder, God. 
Our hearts on which God has inscribed his 
name, are like the pendulum on which the 
clock-maker had inscribed his name. A clock 
must stand evenly and straight if it is to run 
well or go at all. We must be straight in 
our words, in our thoughts, and in whatever 
we do, if we are to live well. Bad language, 
evil thoughts, and unkind deeds make a per- 
son crooked. A clock that is not straight, 
stops—and a person, not straight, stops—stops 
living as God wants him to live. The pendu- 
lum swings evenly only in a clock that stands 
straight. Our hearts beat true to God only 
if our lives are straight. 
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Sewing Without Thread 


A tailor sat in his shop, with a heavy heart. 
He was usually cheerful but this day he was 
exceedingly discouraged and feeling blue. His 
only son, Otto, whom he had taught the 
tailoring business, was called into the army, 
for war had come to his country. 

The father had hoped to turn over his 
tailoring business to Otto in a few years, for 
the strain of the work was too much for him 
because he was getting too old for such a 
busy life. And now Otto was gone. The 
mother who had not worked in the shop for 
years was trying to wait on the customers 
and help her husband. 


But Otto wrote every day and the father 
and mother eagerly waited for the mail car- 
rier to bring news from their son. When Otto 
was moved closer to the battle front, he had 
less chance to write. The time between let- 
ters became longer and longer, at first a week 
and then a month. And now they had not 
heard from him for three months. Broken- 
hearted the aged mother pined her heart 
away, and her body became wasted and 


frail. The work in the shop was too much | 


for her. One morning she did not wake. The 
angels of God had come during the night to 
take her soul to heaven. 

Otto’s father was now all alone. One_would 
think that the loss of his wife, in addition to 
his grief for Otto, from whom he had not 
heard for months, would have been too much 
for him. Instead, he seemed to be stronger 
and more courageous. In fact he was secretly 
happy that God had taken his wife from her 
grief and worry. ~ 

Six months passed since the father heard 
from Otto. Then one day, after months of 


almost hopeless waiting, there came a letter — 


with news about Otto. It was not written by 
Otto. It was written by someone else, telling 
the father at what train to meet him. The 
father thought it strange that Otto had not 
written himself. What could it mean? He 
was filled with fear. 

The father was at the station long before 
the train was due. Finally the train arrived 
and from it stepped his son accompanied by an 
army officer. As far as the father could see 


nothing had happened to Otto; he was a little | 
thinner, but he had his eyes, hands and feet. 
With joy the father ran to embrace him, and | 


not until then did he realize that something | 


had happened to Otto. His son acted cold, in- 
different and a bit queer; he hardly recog- 
nized his father. The father did not know 
what to make of it until the officer explained 
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at Otto was shell-shocked, which means 
at his mind was unbalanced and shocked by 
1 exploding shell or bomb. He was a big 
an but his mind had become like that of a 
‘tle baby. 
The father said goodbye to the officer and 
d his son home. In the tailor shop Otto 
emed to pick up new life and to be hap- 
er. It brought back faint memories to his 
ized mind. At once, he insisted on helping 
s father with the tailoring. He seated him- 
lf before a sewing machine and started to 
w. He did this until late that night, and 
‘e next morning he rose early to sew and 
w and sew some more. His father insisted 
at he take some rest, but he seemed to be 
‘ppy only when he was pushing yards and 
rds of cloth through the sewing machine. 
Day after day, week after week, month 
cer month, he sat in the front window of the 
op sewing. Sometimes people would stop 
watch him work so fast. But when they 
me closer to the window they saw _ that 
ere was no thread in the machine. The 
wing machine was running fast, and he was 
sshing yards of material under a needle that 
‘d no thread in it. There was no purpose 
what this mentally unbalanced soldier was 
‘ing. 
Life is not like that. There is a reason and 
purpose behind everything that happens. 
very flower, grass and tree, every creature 
id insect has a reason for its existence, for 
ling alive. There is a reason for summer 
id winter, for spring and fall. There would 
no fruit if the little bee did not fertilize 
» blossoms by carrying pollen on its feet, 
it flits to and fro in search of honey. There 
ia reason why people get sick and get well, 
d why sometimes we must endure hard- 
ps and sometimes have great joys. We 
© so fast that sometimes we do not know 
ty we live; there seems to be no purpose 
what we do. We are running at top speed 
® the sewing machine, and we wonder 
wether there is a thread of purpose in life. 
ve world is not like a fast running sewing 
ichine without a thread. Otto, the unbal- 
ced soldier, did not know why he was sew- 
», his only interest was to keep the machine 
mg. God did not give us life just to make 
live. There is a reason for living. 
‘4 tailor runs a sewing machine to make a 
ft. God runs a big world to make us the 
wt kind of boys and girls, and men and 
men. 
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Announcing a New 
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Quick, Cash Income For 
Aggressive Organizations 


Also a free equipment offer under 
which any church may secure a 
bulletin board,—sound equipment, 
hearing aids, folding tables, ward- 
robe racks, and many items in 
diningroom and kitchen equip- 
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24 Years in the Church Field” 


Folks Still Going to Church 


Micah 4:2. “Come, and let us go up... to 
the house of . . . God.” 


Discussing the question, “Is Religion Dy- 
ing,” in The Delineator, Professor William 
Lyon Phelps, Yale’s scholarly and greatly 
beloved professor of English Literature, made 
this observation: “In every age, there have 
been persons who announced the death of 
religion. These persons are all dead or on 
their way to the grave, while everywhere 
there are boys and girls, men and women, 
who are saying their prayers and going to 
their places of worship.” 
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Physical Handicaps 

Recently Kathleen Norris wrote a_ story 
about living with your difficulties instead of 
fighting against them. A neighbor of ours 
commented that he had known two boys, both 
with tremendous handicaps, since one was 
blind and the other had lost his right arm, 
who illustrated the wisdom of what Mrs. 
Norris wrote. 

Our neghbor was talking in terms of money 
because we were discussing problems pre- 
sented in budget letters. He was saying that 
the attitudes toward their individual tragedies, 
assumed by these boys, had resulted in un- 
usual financial success for one and in poverty 
for the other. 


The boy who was blind, before his accident 
had been a very poor student. He liked 
sports. He never concentrated on anything 
more serious than the home baseball team’s 
standing in the league until the accident re- 
sulting in his injury occurred. Ten years later 
he was on his way to a substantial fortune. 
His affliction, though it had deprived him of 
his most precious faculty, his sight, did swing 
his life into more serious channels. He studied 
law and specialized in a branch on which he 
is today an outstanding authority. 

The other boy grew more and more sensi- 
tive because he couldn’t do the things he 
formerly did before he lost his arm. He 
thought people stared. He became more and 
more resentful and retiring until, from being 
a top ranking honor student, he became prac- 
tically a recluse. He lives a stinted life, believ- 
ing himself incapable of earning a living and 
hating the charity of others. 

Each of us has handicaps. Sometimes we 
inherit them, sometimes we create them, some- 
times they arise in our situations. Usually a 
handicap of any kind is a threat or a drain 
to our financial resources. An introspective 
attitude, a habit of wondering what “they” 
will think or what “they” will say, will almost 
invariably result in financial chaos because 
something other than clear thinking regarding 
personal advantages motivates spending. 

On the other hand, an objective attitude, a 
realization that what others may think or say 
is not nearly so important as what we must 
think of our own actions, will as invariably 
lend balance to our thinking and actions and 
result in victory as in the case of the student 
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who so gallantly met and overcame his handi- 
cap of blindness.—Ethel Laney. 


1941 America 


Prov. 10:1. “A wise son.” 

Edwardsville, Ill., (AP) — Welfare Supt. 
William Niehaus reported a new type of com- 
plaint today. 

A young man, whom he would not name, 
said his mother had applied for Old-Age As- 
sistance last year without consulting him. He 
related that although he made only a small 
salary he was able and willing to support her. | 

The caller handed Niehaus 17 monthly 
checks for $15 each, a total of $255, which 
he had persuaded his mother not to cash.— 
The Associated Press, August, 1938. _ 


of 


They Called Him Fool 


They called him fool—he would not join the 
pack, : 
Barking for banknotes in the howling mart 
But took a solitary highland track 
After the lone lodestar that is art. 


They called him fool—his clothes were dusty 


gray, 
And want had lined his luminous, fur- 
rowed. face; 
Yet he was king in cloudlands far away, 
Among the long, bright labyrinths of space. 


They called him fool—he would not sell his | 
dreams 
For silken sofas, or his deeds for bread; 
But ever followed those illumining gleams, 
Shot from his own deep soul to peaks ahead. 


They called him fool—yet from those glitter- | 
ing eyes | 
Of warmth and longing and sardonic mirth | 
A soul akin to Lincoln’s seemed to rise 
And walk unrecognized upon the earth! 
—Stanton A. Coblentz, in New York Times. 
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Education for Citizenship 


Matt. 20:21. “Grant that these my two sons 
may sit 5 AE a0 oa 6 5 5° Oe 
kingdom.” 

“Higher education as a great American | 


racket is ending’—says President Hutchison 
of Washington and Jefferson College. Campus 
politics and campus graft: prompted many 
students later to sell their services on the 
strength of their diplomas, and to graft on so- 
ciety. “Defalcations, corrupt professional 
jpractices, the concealment of corporation as- 
sets or liabilities, watering of stock, peddling 
‘of questionable securities, evasion of income 
and other taxes, distribution and acceptance 
‘of bribes, predatory exploitation of public 
resources and the widespread system of 
municipal graft”—all are charged up largely 
ito college men. Originally, the college was 
lintended to produce men of integrity, scholar- 
ship, culture and spirituality, and in the early 
years they did. Of late, economic gain and 
‘social position has been the desiderata—not so 
iin the future.” To which we add, “may be 
itrue and may be not”. Even educational mo- 
‘tives must be spiritualized! 
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She Saw the Rock 


Job 18:4. “Shall the rock be removed out of 
his place?” 


I remember reading of a young woman who 
kept house for her mother and father over a 
long period of years. It so happened that she 
kept the tea in a tin which bore on its lid a 
picture of the Rock of Gibraltar. Several 
times each day she saw the picture of this 
rock. It was as familiar as anything could be. 

At thirty-two years of age her circumstances 
changed and she found herself on board a 
P. & O. liner going out to Egypt. One sunny 
morning she wakened, looked out of the port- 
hole, and there was the Rock of Gibraltar 
just as it had been pictured on the tea tin. 
Here are her actual words: “There rising up 
almost within the toss of a ship’s biscuit was 
Gibraltar Rock, just as I had heard of it and 
seen it pictured scores of times; but heavens! 
It was real. I almost cried out, “Then it has 
been real, like that, all the time.’ ” 

. . . Spiritually we need nothing so much 
as the feel of a rock under our feet.—From 
Leslie D. Weatherhead in “This Is the Vic- 
tory.” Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 


He Was Ready 
II Tim. 4:6. “For I am now ready.” 


From Atlanta, Ga., Edwin Camp sent the 
following to The New York Times in May, 
1941. 

“An Elbert County Negro, struggling over 
his questionnaire, has epitomized the pre- 
dominant sentiment of the Southeast about 
the war. Scratching his head and perspiring 
profusely, he reached the conclusion that he 
could not, in a year’s time, fill in the blanks 
with the proper answers, so he turned the 
sheet over and wrote on it: 

“I is ready when you is,” and sent it to the 
draft board.” 

of 
College Students and Religion 


I Thes. 5:21. “Prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good.” 

After having an interview with Chaplain 
Raymond C. Knox, of Columbia University, 
Mr. S. J. Woolf summed up the opinions and 
observations of Dr. Knox in the closing para- 
graphs of an article in The New York Times 


The Expositor brings you the benefit of 
the experiences of thousands of progressive 
preachers. 
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Magazine (April 20, 1940). These contained 
the following illuminating statements: 


l—Students More Religious. 


I asked him if he believed that the college 
students of today were as religious as those 
of the days when he began teaching. 

“They are more religious,” he replied. 
“When I first came here the religious students 
were looked upon as being namby-pambies. 
Religion was not regarded as manly. ‘That 
idea is gone. The uncertainty of conditions 
has made the boys think of eternal things. 
They need something to cling to, to give them 
hope, and they find it in religion. It may not 
be the old-fashioned dogmatic kind, which 
held its power through fear; it is one which 
supplies a vision of hope. 

“The best proof of this new regard for re- 
ligion is seen in the increase in the number 
of students who now study it. For the spirit 
of inquiry and the desire to know what others 
believe make for its growth. But apart from 
the increase in the number of students study- 
ing religion I see evidences of it spread all 
over the campus. I overhear boys of a type 
which thirty years ago would have laughed 
at religion, discussing theological problems. 


2—The Columbia Blue Book. 


“The philosophers and scientists in vogue 
thirty years ago kept their eyes glued to the 
earth searching for an answer to their prob- 
lems; Eddington, Jeans and Millikan tum 
their eyes toward the heavens. They have 
played a part in bringing this change about. 

“Look at this,” he said as he took up a 
small book. “This is the Columbia Blue 
Book. It is edited by the students and each 
freshman is given one. Listen to this. It is’ 
the first time that anything like it has ap- 
peared in a Blue Book since I became chap- 
lain.” He read: 

“In conclusion we must not overlook a very 
important aspect of college life, the religious 
activities on and off the campus. Member- 
ship in a religious society and attendance at 
the services of St. Paul’s Chapel or at the 
various churches located throughout the city 
are indispensable parts of your college career. 
The plight of the world today must instill new 
faith in our hearts. As we look toward the 
future let us resolve to walk with God.” 


7 | 
Growth of Fireweed Follows Woods Fire 
Hosea 6:6. “Burneth as a flaming fire.” i 


Washington—(S.S.)—After a fire or other 
disaster, there are always certain hardy souls 
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tho will be the first to venture into the ruins, 
» see what help they can give or perhaps 
mly out of curiosity. 

Among plants this function is performed by 
ne fireweed. All over the Northern Hemis- 
there it is the first conspicuous growth to 
oring up in areas devastated by forest fires. 
: crowds the blackened, empty places, mak- 
ig them bright with the harmless flame of 
1eir bright red flowers.—The Observer-Dis- 
atch (Utica, N. Y.). 


2h 
veauty Follows Fire 


ech, 3:2. “Plucked out of the fire.” 
sa. 61:8. “Beauty for ashes.” 


A ship once visited an uninhabited island, 
aad the sailors found it covered with a dense, 
gly scrub. Years afterward they returned 
ad found the same shores beautiful with 
owers and young trees. It was very mys- 
‘rious until someone saw the explanation. A 
‘ce had burned up the scrub and much of it 
tad been cleared away. But the fire had 
‘so awakened some buried seeds, which in 
ne cleared space had room and power to 
-ow.—The British Weekly. 


7 


‘mts Had Their Own Well 


‘row. 80:25. “The ants are a people not 
strong, yet they prepare their meat in 
the summer.” 


f 


i The ants have long been considered to be | 


«amples of industry and frugality. “Go to 
wae ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, 
pd be wise,” 


»an in the far distant past. Also it was said: 


Ihe ants are a people not strong, yet they 


‘separe their meat in the summer.” (See 
) -overbs 6:6; and 80:25). 

_ But a most remarkable story has recently 
‘ben related by an English writer concerning 
‘nese amazing little workers. The naturalists, 
, appears, had long been puzzled about the 
ests of the white ants in South Africa. What 
sey could not determine was the fact that, 
wever dry everything else all around might 
je, the nests of the ants were always moist. 
ometimes, after a drought of two or three 
‘ears, no blade of grass or green leaf could 
aywhere be seen. Yet, though everything 
sse was dried up, the ants’ nest was con- 
‘antly supplied with water. How they man- 
sed this, no one was able to discover. 
The secret, however, 
‘und. It has been thus told by O. G. Whit- 
eld in The British Weekly: “Not long ago a 
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was the suggestion of a wise | 


has at last been | 
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naturalist was digging a well for his own 
house, when suddenly, some way down below 
the surface of the earth, he cut through a tiny 
shaft, about two inches wide, up and down 
which white ants were traveling. He deter- 
mined to follow it, and he traced it upwards 
into the heart of a large ants’ nest, and down- 
wards to a depth of no less than sixty-five feet, 
where there was plenty of water. That was the 
ants’ secret. 

“These wonderful little creatures had dug 
and kept open a deep well right down to the 
hidden and unfailing supplies of water. And 
so, though the ground all round their nest was 
burnt as hard as iron, and everything was dried 
up and withered, and other creatures were all 
dying of thirst, the ants were unaffected and 
always fresh and strong.” 

These busy creatures had found the hidden 
sources of supply. 


q 
Could Tell Brass 


Heb. 4:12. “A discerner.” 


Billy Sunday told the story of an old lady 
who went into a jewelry store to purchase 
a piece of jewelry. Every piece that was shown 
to her she would lick with her tongue. Finally 
the jeweler said, with a little impatience: 

“Madam, you can’t tell gold that way.” 

“I know it; but I kin tell brass,” was her 
swift reply. 

Mr. Sunday makes this pertinent application: 
“Where gold has value, brass does its best 
to shine up and imitate it.’"—The Ladies’ Home 
Journal. 

of 
Helping the Sick 
Matt. 25:86. “I was sick, and ye visited me.” 

Friends helped a woman laid up for months 
at home with an injured leg by getting her to 
do things for them. She had been a bookkeep- 
er before her marriage, so they brought over 
her local club’s books to be brought up to date. 
She could knit well, so two mothers had ‘her 
knit jackets for their children. Helping others 
is the best way to cure self-centered fretfulness. 

At one large hospital it was found that 80 
precent of all patients had business or family 
problems that were worrying them. So there 
are jobs for true friends to do outside the sick- 
room: see what you can do for the patient’s 
family. An evening at the movies for the chil- 
dren, or a walk in the woods with them, may 
do more than anything else for a sick parent 
when you tell her about it afterward. 

In time of illness, the opportunity may be 
given you, as at no other time in your life, to 
perform a great service for another human 
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being. So don’t be perfunctory about it. Use 
thought and imagination.—From Jo Chamber- 
lain in The Reader's Digest. 


wf 


The Twentieth Century Cicero 
Isa. 8:8. “The eloquent orator.” 


Winston Churchill grew up with a lisp and 
a stutter—the result of a defect in his palate. It) 
is characteristic of the man’s perseverance that | 
despite this staggering handicap, he has made] 
himself one of the greatest orators of all time. 

Churchill has never cured the lisp; the first 
time I heard him speak in private I found him | 
hard to understand. And the stutter still 
breaks out whenever he gets excited—which is 
often. But on the public platform and before 
the microphone there is no stutter and the lisp 
is imperceptible, for there this Twentieth Cen- 
tury Cicero comes into his own. 

Churchill has accomplished this miracle by 
hard work, hard thought, and that fighting 
quality in his makeup which exults in meeting 
difficulties and mastering them. On the ros- 
trum he overcomes the defects in his speech | 
by letting the sentences roll out in a curious 
dot-and-dash tempo. The words come tumbling | 
from his lips in a manner impossible to describe 
but familiar to the millions who have heard | 
him on the radio.—Louis J. Alber and Charles 
J. Rollo in Current History & Forum, February | 
13, 1941. | 


vf 
Made the Choice His Own 


Eccl. 9:10. “Throw yourself into any pursuit 
that may appeal to you.” (Moffatt). 


“The task was too much for Phillips and he 
is now looking for work.” These words were 
written rather sadly by the father of Phillips 
Brooks after the latter had spent less than six 
months in teaching at the Boston Latin School, | 
following his graduation from Harvard Uni-_ 
versity. 

Meantime, while planning for his future, the | 
young man did a little tutoring, and much 
reading. On a sheet of paper he wrote some 
very significant words, which are quoted by 
Bishop Lawrence, his biographer: 

“Tf I am to choose a life for myself, which I 
am to live and for which I am to answer, let 
the choice be really mine, let me say to my ad- 
visers: I receive your advice, but no dictation. 
Without presumption or vanity, humbly, ear- 
nestly, and firmly, I claim my own human and 
divine right to my own life... . 

“T have failed myself most signally in teach- 
ing school, but I am not yet quite ready to 
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i cknowledge myself wholly unequal to all this | 


ide world’s work.” 


Failure in the school-room, he became a | 


ost brilliant success in the ministry. Honest 

ith himself, he made no excuses; but when he 
‘found the vocation for which he was adapted, 

e applied himself to it with tireless devotion 
jand unfailing energy. 


i of 

}Upon All of Us 

'Gal. 2:5. “Every man shall bear his own bur- 
den.” 


From the Soldier’s Handbook, small pocket 
Jintroduction to military life issued by the War 


: 


'| Department: . 


The American people of their own will, and through 
the men they have elected to represent them in Congress, 
have determined that the free institutions of this country 
will continue to exist. They have declared that, if neces- 
sary, we will defend our right to live in our own Ameri- 
can way and continue to enjoy the benefits and privileges 
which are granted to the citizens of no other nation. It is 
upon you, and the many thousands of your comrades now 
in the military service, that our country has placed its 
confident faith that this defense will succeed should it 
ever be challenged. 

Yes. And it is also upon you, there at the 
lathe, you swinging the hammer in the ship- 
yard, you on the assembly line, you at the desk, 
that our country has also placed its faith and 
its future. Every American, soldier and civil- 
ian, bears his share of the responsibility for 


defending freedom which the times have im- 


- posed upon us.—From an editorial in the Utica 


_ school and college graduates. 


hhh 


| where. 


(N. Y.) Observer-Dispatch, June 6, 1941. 


y 
Many Recruits But Few Soldiers 


Matt. 22:14. “For many are called, but few 
are chosen.” 

Our troubles are not due primarily to an 
insufficient number of “Christians” nor to 
The world 
never had so many. Perhaps, if we had less. 
and of a better quality, we might not now 
be losing time and wearing out shoe-leather 
| to locate “business around the corner’—some- 
Even law, medicine, art and the 


| professions are over-supplied it is said, but 


- rival 218 denominations. 


‘ you don’t hear it said that there is “an over- 


supply of quality men”, nor is there the 
slightest whisper or danger. We are told that 
there are 557 millions of inhabitants in the 
world, and that almost one-half belong to the 
Einstein once said 
that if but “two percent of the world wanted 
peace, they could have it.” 


of 


\ Happy is the preacher with a good magazine 


and good text books. 
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


J. J. PHEEAN, D. D: 


“God Calling Yet” 
John 11:43. “He cried with a loud voice, 


‘Lazarous, come forth! ” 

Seven Historic Cries! 1. The Cry of Social 
Justice—“Justice, Mercy and Humility,” the cry 
of both prophets and Jesus. 2. The Cry of 
Slighted Love, “My God! My God! Why hast 
thou forsaken me?” 8. The Cry of Penitance— 
“Lord, remember me when thou comest into 
thy kingdom.” 4. The Cry of Political Free- 
dom—“Liberty, Equality and Fraternity,” the 
watchwords of the French Revolution. 5. The 
Cry of Religious Freedom, as in the Pilgrim 
Fathers. 6. The Cry of Human and Property 
Rights, “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Hap- 
piness,” in the Declaration of Independence. 
7. The Cry for Economic Security and Per- 
manent Employment TODAY. Which of 
these “cries” is the most persistent, insistent 
and consistent? Can any be ignored? 


q 
Life’s Oldest Question 


Luke 18:18. “What must I do to inherit etern- 
al life?” 

The doctrine of immortality must be inter- 
preted from human experience and divine 
values, rather than from any inference con- 
cerning the “nature” of a soul or body in 
formal logic or even a meta-physical system. 
It is an achievement rather than a bestow- 
ment, an act of creative intelligence more than 
a “Yes, Yes” to a written creed. What's the 
good of living in the Hereafter, if you have 
nothing to live for? Because immortality of 
some kind has always existed as a_ belief 
among all peoples, is no proof that we are 
all sure to realize it. Sheol of the Old Testa- 
ment and Hades of the Odyssey were not ex- 
istances for moral rewards, but simply desires 
to escape annihilation and extermination. In 
contrast, Christian Immortality has ethical con- 
tent. “Eternal Life” in Christ is concerned 
more with quality than quantity of years. 


q 
Sacred Cow Worship 
Ex. 32:8. “They have made them a molten 
calf.” 

The Golden Calf has always had the most 
worshippers, especially the past twenty-five 
years. The insatiable lust for money has pol- 
luted justice, defiled our literature and tainted 
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the educational ideals of our youth. The | 


successful man was usually the rich man, while 
all others, save a few poets and artists were 
failures. To be sure, children were taught to 
be good, honest traders, if possible, even as 
one once said, “Get all thee can honestly, if 
thee can, but get it.” 


suicide. It is the father of the modern) | 
racket and the 
game, in which a man altho ethically dis-, 


honest was often whitewashed on the grounds | 
that he was and is a good provider to his fam-| | 
His name also headed every subscrip-' | 


ily. 
tion-list whether for religion or prize-fight. 
y 


Spiritual House-cleaning 
Luke 15:8. 
sweep the house .. .P” 


A suggestion for National Recovery! Why 


not build up a wage and work system, a re- || 
ligious system, a social system, an educa- || 
tional system just as strongly as we build up, | 
our political systems? Or was that our very || 
weakness that we did, releasing fields of cul-| 

ture like religion and education to “key” chess- || 


gathering votes? The principle of -uncon- 
trolled competitive individualism” has not || 
been confined exclusively to economic and | 


business fields. We must needs clean one || 


part of the house at a time, but let’s not over- | 


look any part of this living home called || | 


SOCIETY. 
oh 
Religion of Growth 


2 Peter1:5. “Add to your faith virtue; and to | 


virtue knowledge.” 


Serious-minded and studious youth, they | 
who specialize in the social and political sci- | 
ences often wonder when they return to the | 
just why there is not | 


home-town church, 
more SOCIAL CONTENT in the preaching. 
For one thing, SOCIAL PREACHING will 
always be handicapped because it has not the 
old familiar theological and ecclesiastical term- 
inologies to “put it over” successfully. A new 
technique demands a new set of terms. Al- 
though social and religious patterns change 
rapidly in a modern age—the average indi- 
vidual is quite content with a final and com- 
plete “systematic” 
ready WORKED OUT for him. Why then 
“knock” the minister? 
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This successful-at-any- | 
cost philosophy has swept many an otherwise | 
good man right off his feet, and is in a very | 
large degree responsible for much crime and. | 


domestiticus—a little older | 


“Doth not light a candle and | 


theology, one that is al- | 


WEEKLY PRAYER SERVICE 


I. The Master Worker 
Organ: “La Harpe Celeste”—Grey. 
Invocation: Pastor. 
Hymn: “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My 
Heart.” 
Scripture: John 5:2-21, 
| Hymn: “Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead 
; Us 2” 
| Meditation: (Read again John 5:2-17 and 
| develop text that all honest labor is expression 
\}of God’s will. Sermon on this text on page 
| 517, September 1938 issue of Exposrror). 
| Hyman: “Strong, Righteous Man of Galilee.” 
Reader: “Prayer” by Archbishop Trent. 
Lord, what a change within us one short hour 
Spent in Thy presence will avail to make! 
What heavy burdens from our bosoms take; 
What parched grounds refresh, as with a shower! 
We kneel, and all around us seems to lower; 
We rise, and all the distant and the near 
Stands forth in sunny outline, brave and clear! 
We kneel, how weak! we rise, how full of power! 
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this wrong, 
Or others, that we are not always strong; 
That we are ever overborne with care; 
That we should ever weak or heartless be, 
Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer, 
And joy and strength and courage are with Thee? 
Prayer: (Pastor name specifically all objects 
of prayer, name the people who need to turn 
to God for courage and guidance; name your 
- own needs, name those of the Church, the 
Nation. Pray for the people of Germany and 
other countries whom we think of as being 


| misled by evil leaders. ) 


- Hymn: 


Hymn: “Brightly Gleams our Banner.” 
Benediction. 


of 


II. The Lamp of The Body 
Organ: “I Hear Thy Voice’—Lang. 
Invocation: “Reveal, O God, Thy saving 
- grace to all who put their trust in Thee, and 
grant Thy people everywhere peace according 
to Thy will.” 


Hymn: “The Lord is My Shepherd.” 
Scripture: Matthew 6, read responsively. 
Hymn: “Ye Must be Born Again.” 


Meditation: Text: Matt. 6:21-28. “. . . for 


where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be 

also. The lamp of the body is the eye, if therefore 
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of 
light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall 

_ be filled with darkness. If therefore the light that is 
in thee be darkness, how great is the darkness.” Develop 
this text to illustrate world conditions today, nations 
abandoning God, wallowing in darkness. Salvation for 
America lies in devoting all energies toward carrying 
out the Will of God, as it is made clear to us. 


“Softly and Tenderly Jesus is 


Calling.” 
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Reader: “O Love that Wilt Not Let Me 
Go”—a Hymn by George Matheson. 

Hymn: “There’s a Land that is Fairer Than 
Day.” 

Testimonies (Members testify of instances 
where they followed the guiding grace of God 
and were blessed). 

Pastoral Prayer: (Name those burdened with 
special problems, name the grave decisions 
that confront Church leaders, National leaders, and the 
individual Christian. Name the sick, name every spe- 
cific object for which the congregation has need. Read 
the names of men in the service, and ask God’s blessing 
on them in their obedience to National law.) 

Hymn: “Lead, Kindly Light.” 

Benediction. 

% 


III. Automatic Goodness 

(Decorate the place of Prayer with flags and fall 
coloring, and make special effort to contact all the young 
people of the parish, in order to lend warmth to the 
Singing as well as the service.) 

Organ: “Indian Summer Sketches”—Brewer. 

Prayer: (Silent for 2 minutes), then pastor’s 
invocation. 

Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” 

Reader: “O Patient Christ.” (A hymn by 
Margaret Wade Deland). 

Hymn: “Anywhere with Jesus.” 

Scripture: Psalm 107 (Read responsively). 

Hyman: “Take Your Burden to The Lord.. .” 


Meditation: 

The highest form of goodness is spontaneous, natural 
goodness. You have all used automatic machines of one 
kind or another; machines that are designed to do one 
thing, weigh you, test your strength, drop chewing gum. 
These are self-acting and they do one thing and nothing 
else. Our goodness should be like that—automatic. Con- 
stant practice in doing good, being kind, will make 
goodness a habit and after a time love for others will 
be automatic. 

Jesus Christ was good automatically, because He loves 
us, but most of us must practice and study to be good, 
just as we study English or Mathematics. In this study, 
the help of God is necessary, as we can accomplish 
nothing of ourselves. There is an old French legend 
about a man who was so good, so thoughtful of his 
fellowmen, that the angels came down from heaven to 
learn his secret. He was not aware of his goodness. 
because he never did anything spectacular. Giving and 
forgiving, as he went about his daily work, his whole 
life was wondrously beautiful. The angels were so 
delighted that they asked God to give him the gift of 
miracles. God told the angels that he would give him 
whatever he wished, so the angels asked him if he 
would like power to heal the sick, but he wanted that 
left to God. They offered him power to turn guilty 
souls to God, but he preferred that to be left to the 
angels. When pressed to make a wish, he said, ‘‘That 
God give me His grace, for with that I shall have 
everything.” 

He learned that the angels were arranging that the 
power of miracles was being given him, and he said, 
“Very well, my wish is that I may do a great deal 
of good unconsciously.” From that time on, wherever 
the good man went, his shadow worked good to others. 
We all know some people who do a great deal of good, 
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and they never know where their work begins nor leaves 
off, because they are not interested in knowing. They 
leave that to God, because they know goodness comes 
through God’s grace. 


Hymn: “O Christ, Our True and Only 
Light.” 

Testimonies: Have members tell of incidents 
in their own lives, where goodness and love 
of others helped them. 

Pastoral Prayer: (Name the people, the ob- 
jects of your prayers. Name especially any 
sick, and boys in camps, and any facing dan- | 
ger for love of others. Make prayer specific). 

Hymn: “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” 

Benediction. 


of 1| 
IV. The Lord of Common Things 


(For this Prayer service, invite the members to 
write out their specific needs for which prayer is 
desired, and read these if possible at the opening 
of the service, directly after the Invocation, asking 
the members “gathered together in Christ’s Name” 
to keep these needs in mind through the service.) 


Organ: “Even Me”—Warren. 
Invocation: Psalm 28. (Choose lines). 
Hymn: “Marching With the Heroes.” \ 
Scripture: Matt. 5:2-17. y 
Reading: “The Christ of Common Folks,” | 
George T. Liddell. 
Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation.” 
Meditation: (Evidence of God’s love for | 
humans, entirely apart from social status, 
earning power, color, geographical location). 
Hyman: “God of the Nations. . . .” 
Reading: “Song of the Christian Working- 
men,” Thomas Curtis Clark. I} 
Hymn: “I Need.Thee Every Hour.” 
Testimonies: (Members tell how God’s love 


is demonstrated in their lives, apart from any 
possessions, effort, or social standing). 

Prayer: (Pastor name specific objects for 
which prayer is offered, name people, name | 
communities, or nations and leaders). } 

Hymn: “O Master Workman of the Race.” || 

Benediction. 


Keep Climbing! 
Joel 2:7. “They shall climb the wall like men 
of war.” 

If you are happy, climb, singing as you 
ascend the flower-kissed mountain slope. If 
you are wretched, broken, over-burdened, pull 
yourself together, lift your weary feet, look 
toward the heights, and climb! ‘That is life. 
That is why we are here.—Edward Howard 
Griggs in “The Story of an Itinerant Lecturer” 
(Bobbs-Merrill Co.). 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


HE MAN CHRIST JESUS 
y John Knox. Willett, Clark. 100 pp. $1.00. 


Dr. Knox, New Testament scholar, professor in the 
[Divinity School of the University of Chicago, and 
editor of the Journal of Religion, turns his brilliant 
Jintellect on “the man, Jesus.” This is a_ refreshing 
study. Within the five appealing chapters of this slim 
‘book, the author has made us conscious that the genu- 
ineness and uniqueness of Jesus’ humanity has been 
|the secret of His appeal to the hearts of men. This is 
/no less true in our own day than it was in His. While 
\Dr. Knox does not minimize the message of Chris- 
tianity he takes the position that “historic Christianity 
rests back ultimately, not upon a teaching but upon 
‘/a person, but teaching and person belong together and 
|neither can be understood or even examined without 

the other.’ This book is a call to see clearly again 
the human Galilean, who, because of the very abund- 
ance of life that surged through Him compelled others 
to love Him. 

In places this book almost breathes the robust man- 
liness of a genius who thrilled with the vivacity of 
living. Yet in its reticence the book is most excellent. 
It does not paint a portrait, it merely gives the bold 
outlines of sketchy suggestiveness of this Man who had 
“the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in His 
face.’ The author says, “I have tried to point to 
Jesus, not to describe Him.” In the later chapters of 
the book Jesus is viewed as He appeared to His most 
influential interpreter, Paul. 

Throughout the entire work, one is conscious of a 
comprehensive scholarship which underlies the book and 
which appears only in isolated spots where the author 
discusses briefly the theology which was beginning to 
develop as the early Church receded further and further 
from the person of its Founder. One is made to un- 
derstand clearly the reason for the “adoptionism” in 
Paul’s letters, and the growth of the Messianic doc- 
trine. The book, however, cuts through all the barna- 
cled growth that has attached itself to the simple Good 
News of Jesus, and shows us again with a pristine 
magnificence “the Man, Christ Jesus.”—Paul D. Leedy. 


- CHRIST AND CHRISTIAN FAITH 
By W. Norman Pittenger. Round Table Press. 190 pp. $2.00. 


A Tutor in the General Theological Seminary, New 
York City, the author gives his book the sub-title: 
“Some Presuppositions and Implications of the Incar- 
nation.” His own word makes clear his purpose: “The 
decisive and definite embodiment of God in human life, 
in the person of Jesus Christ, is the heart and the cen- 
tre of radiation for the entire Christian faith, experi- 
ence, life and theology.” It is a welcome modern dis- 
cussion of the personality of Jesus Christ. There is a 
full discussion of the humanity of our Lord, and a 
glowing chapter on his deity. ‘Thus it is the ultimate 
God, and not divinity in any partial or limited sense, 
who is present and at work in the Man of Nazareth. 
| Jesus is God, God incarnate and dwelling among us, 
full of reality and power, and of that reality and 


- power have we all received.”’—Wm, Tait Paterson. 


A QUEST FOR GOD 
By R. C. Campbell. The Broadman Press. pp. 153. $1.00. 


Here is a book of forceful sermons by the pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of Columbia, South Carolina, 
who was until recently General Secretary of the Texas 
State Baptist Convention. They follow the traditional 
homiletic pattern and are suggestive for ministers seek- 
ing material for preaching. They have also a devo- 
tional value for general readers. 

There are ten sermons in the volume of which the 
first one, entitled ‘“God’s Gibralters,” is perhaps the 
Its thesis is that in a world of change when 
human institutions are crumbling the Christian founda- 
tions remain secure. While the other sermons are a 
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little less timely, they are not lacking in a measure of 
freshness and applicability to modern problems. Some 
of the illustrations are trite and sentimental, but others 
are vivid because they come from the writer’s own 
experience. 

The book has a distinctly evangelistic approach and 
its appeal is to the heart rather than to the mind. Per- 
haps more such preaching is needed by our generation 
which like the world Sidney Lanier described is ‘“‘tired 
of head.”—Talmadge C. Johnson. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE CHRISTIAN YEAR 


By Frank E. Wilson. Morehouse-Gorham. 108 pp. 50c. 


The Bishop of Eau Claire has done just what the | 


title indicates, given us a pocket-size outline. Briefly 


and yet completely he deals with all the holy days, 


history and meaning. The homiletic value of follow- 
ing the Year has been mentioned by various writers 
and lecturers. The Bishop says, ‘The recurrent sea- 
sons of the Christian Year guarantee a rounded balance 
of Christian remembrance. 
the Christian faith receives its due weight of emphasis. 
Annually we follow the footsteps of our Lord and keep 
company with our fellow Christians who are engaged 
in the same spiritual pursuit.’—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


MAN‘S VISION OF GOD 
By Charles Hartshorne. Willett, Clark. 360 pp. $3.00. 

A member of the department of philosophy in the 
University of Chicago, the author is the son of an 
Episcopalian clergyman. His previous work, Beyond 
Humanism, was a selection of the Religious Book Club. 


“The purpose of this book is to show that and how the 


question, Is there a supreme, or in any sense perfect, 


being, a God? can be answered by secular or philoso- || 


phic reasoning operating according to strict canons of 
procedure.” It is hard reading and to the tyro in 
philosophy sometimes vague and irritating. However, 
his conclusion holds its measure of comfort: ‘Religious 
people have held philosophically justifiable beliefs about 
God thanks rather to their religious superiority than 
to their philosophical skill.’ He asserts the idea of 
God—the loving and suffering God symbolized by the 
Cross—meets fully the demands of the religious sense 
at its highest and the demands of scientific philosophy. 

—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


TEACHING YOUNG PEOPLE 
George L. Cutton. Judson Press. 40 cents each. 

When a great teacher gives himself thoroughly to an 
adequate theme something unusal may be expected. 
Teaching young people is a topic close to the heart 
of all religious leaders.. What a sorry job we have made 
of it. How we need light and guidance. Here it is. 

Dr. Cutton, president of Colgate University, pastor, 
lecturer, writer and teacher is qualified as few men are 
to write such a book. He has done a thorough piece 
of work. There are six chapters. “Who are the young 
people you teach?” In this chapter he gives a fine 
analysis of youth and youth’s problems. “Meeting the 
needs of young people’’ is classic. 
ing”’ will start many teachers off on a rich hunt. “Youth 
and personal religious living” will be an eye-opener to 
many. ‘Youth and social action” shows the many ave- 
nues where energy may be directed. ‘The place of 
young people in the church” shows how this group can 
be enlisted for service and harnessed to the task of 
Kingdom building. The book is written with suggestions 
for study, questions and a Bibliography at the close of 
each chapter. —Charles F,. Banning. 


THE GREATEST MEN OF THE BIBLE 
Peisccn E. Macartney. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 222 pp. 


Fifteen giants of sacred literature pass by in review 
in Dr. Macartney’s pages. All of them are men. Of 
this Scriptural pantheon, eleven of the distinguished 
company were chosen by Dr. Macartney’s congregation 
of First Presbyterian Church, Patterson, N. J., some 
years ago when the author was pastor there. In that 
poll the ten greatest men in the Bible were to be voted 
upon. Eleven individuals were really chosen: Samuel 
and John the Baptist tied for tenth place. To these the 
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Every year each part of | 


“Methods of teach- | 


author has selected an additional four of his own 


The portraits are vivid. These are not short bio- 
staphical sketches, rather they are appreciative homilies 
apd character delineations. The author takes a _ well- 
own crisis, or series of crises in the lives of his 
tproes and shows how these circumstances reveal the 
\pirit of the man. 


‘| The distinguishing quality of each of the fifteen char- 
ficters is summed up in the subtitle of the chapter 

lating to him: Paul, the author’s favorite, is described 
Ys “more than conqueror”; Moses, ‘‘the man of three 
Yhountains”; Elijah, “son of thunder”; Jeremiah, “the 
‘nan who looked like Christ’; and Job, “the man who 
ynade Satan quit.” 


_ Several of Dr. Macartney’s interpretations are singu- 
he original, and they represent a striking contrast to 


e accepted interpretation of some of the spiritual 
‘Titans. Here is a book of stories about the heroes of 
‘he Bible that should have a wide appeal among the 
faity and clergy alike. It will find many uses as an 
aspirational volume, a study book and an ideal gift 
0 a friend who finds joy in heroes and hero worship. 
Paul D. Leedy. 


SHE PRODIGAL RETURNS 
| ae Garnet Black. Fleming H. Revell Co. 163 pp. 


The story of the prodigal son which Jesus told in 
scant 505 words is here retold in more than 2500 
vords. It loses much in the retelling. As Jesus told it, 
is timeless and universal. As Black tells it, it is 
mply another particularized tale in an Oriental setting 
 f{ the long ago. True it is interesting and well written, 
jeut it has less meaning and its spiritual lessons are 
| veakened. 
This reviewer wishes that the author had not fol- 
owed the Master’s parable, but been content to tell the 
tory of “a prodigal” rather than “the prodigal.” But 
ot all who read the book will share this feeling. Some 
jseople like their books illustrated while others prefer 
jmillustrated ones in order that their own imagination 
)may create pictures of its characters. The first group 
eit like this book; the second will not. It does not 
| ave pictures, but it leaves nothing to the readers imagi- 
j-ation. —Talmage C. Johnson. 


SHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH 
‘yy Marion John Bradshaw. Columbia University. 254 pp. $2.50. 
This preacher and teacher of Bangor, Maine, pre- 
‘ents in this volume the Hazen Lectures delivered at 
‘ae Middlebury Convocation of Congregational Min- 
sters. In six chapters he discusses Descartes, Hobbes, 
4ocke, Pascal, Spinoza and Leibniz and endeavors to 
‘how “that philosophers are interested in Christianity 
md in Christ.” He does a good job, writing not only 
\\learly but grippingly. There is little of vagueness and 
jauch of assurance. One lays this book down happier 
|md stronger in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 
—Wm. Tait Paterson. 
| 


SHE LIVING CHRIST IS THE LIFE OF TODAY 
‘The First Baptist Hour.’ Broadman Press. 128 pp. $1.00. 


| Someone has said that ‘preaching is taking some- 
(sing hot out of your heart and thrusting it into 
mine.’ Reading this series of sermons gives one just 
‘nat impression. The thirteen well known preachers 
vere selected from the Southern Baptist Convention 
2 give their messages over a radio hookup of south- 
+n stations. Letters from 17,500 hearers were re- 
veived. The preachers included M. E. Dodd, G. W. 
Truett, A. J. Moncrief, T. F. Adams, E. A. Fuller, 
-)C. Turner, J.:R. Sampey, C. C. Morris, C. O. 
ohnson, H. Buchanan, T. L. Holcomb, J. L. Hill, 
‘nd W. W. Hamilton. 


The title of the book was the theme around which 
me preachers centered their messages. Some of them 
sere outstanding. A few were rather ‘trite and com- 
faonplace. As one reads he feels that these preach- 
ss have only one answer for the problems of the day 
nd that is Jesus Christ. They appeal more to the 
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heart than to the intellect. They want to move men 
rather than simply convince them. They are not so 
much concerned to show that the preacher is right as 
they are to convert the sinner that he is on the wrong 
road. It is scriptural, conservative, heart-warming 
preaching —C. F. Banning. ; 
KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD 

By John W. Phillips, D.D., Ph.D. Compiled by his son, Sidney 

C. Phillips, M.S. Broadman Press. 148 pp. $1.00. 


This is a volume of twelve sermons by Dr. Phil- 
lips who died in 1938. The selections are made by 
his son and published, as the son says in his Fore-| 
word, “in response to the many requests made by his 
former congregations and friends.” The sermons in- 
dicate the validity of the tribute paid to Dr. Phillips. 
by his son in the words, “He preached to the best in 
man and the best in all his listeners responded.” 
Some of the themes treated are the keeping power of 
God, Christ as Interpreter, the fellowship of believers, 
Christian character, Sin, Salvation and the life eternal, 

—Harry W. Staver. | 


BIBLE CATECHISM AND QUESTIONNAIRE 

By Walter Eickmann. Terminal Printing. 66 pp. 25c. 1] 
are popular this book is very timely. The author h 
confined himself to the Old Testament. It contains 
twenty-five lessons in question and answer form. Here} 
is an example from lesson I, question 15: Question: 
How many books does the Bible contain? Answer: 
The Bible contains sixty- -six books, thirty-nine in the 
Old and twenty-seven in the New Testament. 


A vast amount of information has been assemble 
in short, concise, catechism form from the very con;| 
servative viewpoint. The content of the Old Testa 
ment is given in digest form. One who mastered thi 
little paper-bound, sixty-six page booklet would know} 
his Bible better than ninety per cent of our members|) 
At the close five hundred questions for review aré| 
given. The questions throughout are arranged not by} 
books and chapters but chronologically and biograph 
ically—C. F. Banning. | 


In a day when Quiz programs and question | 


WHAT PRICE ALCOHOL? i 
ey SO S. Carroll, M.D. The Macmillan Company. 362 p) 


On a controversial subject a sane book is always] 
welcome. In the history of America there have beed|] 
few issues that have caused a wider breach in publi¢/ 
opinion than the whole consideration of the issue of/ 
temperance. Bigots and zealots have faced each othe) 
in bitterly opposed camps. Each has hurled invectiv 
and half-truth at the other. Neither has shown 4j| 
marked disposition to investigate impartially the issue 
over which they have waged their warfare. 


If there is one outstanding characteristic of Dr. Carty 
roll’s book it is its utter scientific honesty in dealing) 
with the total question of alcoholism. It is not 4} 
preachment. It is an explanation. The author r 
spects the intellectual integrity of the reader and pen] 
mits him to deduce his own conclusions. He writes a$/j 
a scientist: a leader in the medical profession who, fof!| 
over forty years has had intimate, personal and daily} 
contact with thousands of patients that repesent every] 
expression of alcoholic damage to mind and body. With) 
the keen insight of a psychiatrist, he writes of thousands) 
of cases that have come under his personal supervision) 
in the Highland Hospital, Incorporated, at Asheville, 
North Carolina, of which institution the author is the) 
founder and medical director. 

With the impartiality of a scientist he openly brands) 
half-truths as the most vicious enemies of the alco- 
holic issue. He will admit no statement as a whole) 
truth which is only partially true. This approach will] 
be seen in the manner in which he discusses the much- 
harangued question as to whether alcohol can ever be|} 
considered as a food. He says frankly, “I was also} 
taught that alcohol could in no sense be considered a) 
food, but was invariably a poison. This is a fallacy. 
It is a carbohydrate similar to the starches and sugars}! | 


—— 
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‘deed it is the most rapidly absorbed and quickly avail- 
Me food taken by mouth. If given reasonably con- 
trated on an empty stomach, it can be detected in 
4e blood within five minutes . .. One-third ounce per 
#ur can be utilized as food.” 


‘|But with cool impartiality, Dr. Carroll states that 
johol is also a poison and that any amount, in excess 
the “one-third ounce per hour’ is definitely toxic and 
nsequently deleterious in direct proportion to its 
jitio of absorption in excess of this norm. 


* The book is an attempt to encourage tolerance on the 
art of abstainers and understanding with regard to 
ne whole complex problem of alcoholism. It clearly 
liscusses the problem of the neurotic whose inherited 
endencies make him what he is. It does away with 
‘te old “thou-shalt-not” approach and invites a respect 
»r the temperance cause. It is needless to say that 
vr. Carroll is out and out for temperance, particularly 
>r the neurotics whose inherited tendencies may lead 
‘nem into the inextricable maze of chronic alcoholism 
“hich, according to the author, is as definitely a dis- 
ase as any of the other physiological maladies. 


The book surveys every relationship of life: family, 
‘usiness, and social, and studies the use of alcohol in 
lation to each of these “segments.” For the alcoholic 
‘ne final chapters of the book are not without their in- 
oirational idealism and sympathetic encouragement. This 
nould be a very useful volume for parents, young adults, 
‘nose who are addicted, and those who seem a discussion 
sased on scientific sanity with regard to this vital and 
~ver-increasing problem in modern American life. 


—Paul D. Leedy. 


! 
JHE GENESIS OF THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ay John Vant Stephens. Privately printed. 135 pp. 


| The professor-emeritus of Church History in_ the 
ane Seminary, Cincinnati, offers a work, well docu- 
‘rented, dealing with a neglected and often perverted 
hapter in American church history. The Cumberland 
-‘hurch was organized as an Independent Presbytery in 
4810, not because of a dispute over the educational 
ualifications of candidates for the ministry, but rather 
secause ecclesiastical politicians and ‘appeasement- 
/nongers” prevented the redress of wrongs by Synod 
snd Assembly. It is a valuable contribution to the 
,itory of the Church in America on the frontier. 

—Wm. Tait Paterson. 
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(THE UNSEEN GOD 


continued from page 448 
-elled to posit; still we are not satisfied. The 
!30d we have thus far discovered has mani- 
Rested no character, no feeling; aparently he 
‘s soulless, dumb alike to pleasure and to pain. 
Ne must lift our eyes higher yet. Where shall 
e look to find the Character of God uttered? 
3) God revealed in the transcendent realm 


dl 


- of spiritual life. 


» That which thinks and feels and wills is 
spiritual— is Mind. We think and feel and 
‘will; therefore we are spiritual. In some in- 
“comprehensible manner, this spiritual life has 
emerged through incalculable pain, travail, 
nd death, from the physical. It is contrary 
--o reason that it has come out of Nature with- 
ut having been deposited in Nature. If de- 
“xosited there, there must have been a Depos- 
wtor ... God. It is also absurd to believe 


il 
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that God deposited in Nature Mind and forces 
which have evolved something higher and 
greater than Himself. We think and feel and 
will. God also must have these attributes of 
being. We have moral nature. God also 
must have. We are person. God almost must 
be a person. 

We have now come to the second of the 
two means posited, whereby a_ personality 
alone in the Universe with God may find 
Him; and in the matter of finding God, man 
may legitimately sweep aside all other persons 
but God and himself. That second means 
posited was Self. Man is the highest expres- 
sion of creative power falling within the ci 
cle of his knowledge. He must study mind 
and character as revealed in himself in order 
to learn the highest truths about God. “Tn 
dealing with the nature of God,” Dr. Gordon 
says, in Ultimate Conceptions of Faith, “we 
are dealing with the nature of man set free 
from all limitations.” And, in the same con- 
nection, he further says, “The true path to 
God is along the line of human personality.” 

This, then, may be what John meant when} 
after asserting that no man had ever seer, 
God at any time, he went on to declare that 
the Son has revealed Him. Who is the Sont 
We have just said that in searching for God 
we sweep aside all possible life but humaal 
life and God. This means that the Son is no}| 
an individual, but Humanity—the Whole Man|| 
How simple it all is! God who created us) 
who deposited in Nature something of Hii 
own Mind, a spiritual seed which must ger) 
minate and grow in order to come to fruitag 
is discovered, uftered in ourselves, becaudl 
these attributes and capacities and powers 
are evolving more clearly into the image of 
the attributes, capacities, and powers of God! 
our Father. 

Now the travail of life assumes a differeni| 
aspect. The pains were simply the pains o}| 
growth. Prof. Fiske well says (Destiny ot} 
Man), “From the first dawning of life we see| 
all things working together toward one mighty| 
goal, the evolution of the most exalted spir-| 
itual qualities which characterize humanity.” 

Therefore, a study of the highest qualities, 
and a survey of the far-country of human 
possibilities yet unattained, but already clearly 
shadowed forth in us, must result in a closer 
acquaintance with, and a truer knowledge 
of the God who is uttered in Human Life. 
and who is in Human Life, living something of 
His life there, proclaiming Himself in language 
that we can readily understand; which means 
that God has not been unfeeling; that He 
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imself has suffered in life; that the agony 
and death of life rising into higher expressions 
df life, were carried by Him no less than by 
‘the life which was in the seething, fiery cru- 
qible. This brings God closer to us, into har- 
ony with us, into closest sympathy with us— 
makes Him comprehensible to us because His 
‘life flows in our veins; because our spiritual 
ife reaches into His. To find God so near 
‘brings Him so close that we are in grave 
danger of overlooking Him. It leads us near 
jp dangerous precipice of thought to discover 
hat in dealing with God we are forced to 
‘tonsider our own life set free from all limita- 
fions (Gorden); and yet, after all, what is 
Sod as defined by the purest theology but 
Man infinitized? We posit God, and, behold! 
we cast upon the heavens an idealized image 
of ourselves! But, if we are the Son of God, 
his is a legitimate process of thought. This 
loes not mean that Man is God; it means that 
‘Man is the Son of God; that God’s own life 
ulsates in human life; that as a consequence 
“ve are immortal: divine: that in this world 
lwe are the sons of God: “It doth not yet 
‘appear what we shall be,” but the promise 
bof the divine manhood is revealed to us in 
\esus, the God-filled Man of Gallilee. 

After all, we should be content to know 
hat : 


_ There is somewhere a hidden hand, 
| Omnipotent and true— 
Beyond the deeps of space unspanned, 
Beyond the soundless blue— 
Afar beyond the measured realm 
Of finite things we know, 
That mighty hand fast holds the helm, 
Nor ever lets it go. 
Despite our knowledge is so small, 
We grope in gloom and doubt, 
When spirits unto spirit call 
There comes a voice—without? 
. Within? We do not know, nor how; 
We only know a voice 
Can somehow smooth the furrowed brow 
And make sad hearts rejoice. 
We call that unknown something God, 
Creator, Father, Friend— 
Unseen, Eternal, Mighty God— 
Pure Being without end. 
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senting Bible messages. FASTEN the truth 

Ye while you PREACH it. Send $1 for these 
lessons and The Gospel Minister, 26 weeks 

The Gospel Minister Dept. 97A Westfield, Ind. 
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